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The Coming of His Feet 


In the crimson of the morning, in the\whiteness of the noon, 
In the amber glory of the day’s retreat, 

In the midnight, robed in darkness, or the gleaming of the noon, 
I listen for the coming of His feet. 


I heard His weary footsteps on the sands of Galilee, 
On the temple’s marble pavement, on the street, 

Worn with weight of sorrow, faltering up the slopes of Calvary,— 
The sorrow of the coming of His feet. 


Down the minster-aisles of splendor, from betwixt the cherubim, 
Through the wondering throng, with motion strong and fleet, 

Sounds His victor-tread, approaching with a music far and dim— 
The music of the coming of His feet. 


Sandaled not with sheen or silver, girded not with woven gold, 
Weighted not with shimmering gems and odors sweet; 

But white-winged and shod with glory in the Tabor-light of old— 
The glory of the coming of His feet. 


He is coming, O my spirit! with His everlasting peace, 
With His blessedness, immortal and complete; 
He is coming, O my spirit! and His coming brings release,— 
I listen for the coming of His feet. 
—Selected. 
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1106—Anointing the Sick 


Question—Why anoint the sick with oil as in Mark 
6:13 and James 5: 14?—T. 


As I see it oil was used for anointing as 
a symbol of the Holy Spirit as the healing 
agency under Jesus Christ. 





1107—Humility and Meekness 

Question—What is the difference between humility 
and meekness ? 

Humility is not thinking of self. Meek- 
ness is yielding to higher authority. The 
Christian thinking of his Lord and His 
work, forgets himself. The Christian yields 
himself to the authority of his Lord and 
forgets his own wishes and ways. That is 
the clearest difference I can bring out as 
between these two virtues. 





1108—The Other Disciple 


Question—In John 18:15, we read: “And Simon 


Peter followed Jesus and so did another disciple: 
that disciple was known unto the high priest and 
went in with Jesus into the palace of the high 
priest.” Who was that disciple? Was it not John? 


It is not absolutely known who it was, 
but the general opinion is that it was John, 
the beloved disciple. It is supposed that he 
did not use his own name, but spoke of him- 
self in the third person through his own 
modesty. That is most likely correct. 





1109—Is There Any Proof? 


Question—Is there any proof that a prayer which 
has been offered to Saint Mary, or any other saint, 
has ever been answered? Do not all our answers to 
prayer come from God and His Son, Jesus Christ? 


If any prayer which has been offered to 
Saint Mary, or any other saint, has been 
answered, I know nothing of it. I do not 
believe that such prayers are answered, and 
for the reason that only Deity has power to 
answer prayer. All this praying to saints 
is a serious mistake and should not be en- 
couraged. 





1110—A Thousand Years as One Day 


Question—What does the Lord mean by a thousand 
years as one day, and one day as a thousand years? 


I think it means that God sees, not as we 
see, but He sees in the light of eternity. We 
see but little of what is in one day, but 
God sees all that is in all time, hence what 
He sees is all the same to Him, whether it 
be in one day or in a thousand years. Time 
is for man, eternity is for God. There is 
no time with God—it is all eternity—hence 
to Him there is no difference between one 
day and a thousand years. 





1111—Thy Red and Thy Staff 


Question—What is the spiritual meaning of ‘Thy 
rod and thy staff. they comfort me?”—Enquirer. 


The language is figurative and spiritual. 
The shepherd carried a rod which was also 
a staff. By its use he not only guided the 
sheep through dangerous places, but he pro- 
tected them and kept them out of all harm. 
God’s power may be termed His rod and 
staff, which He uses for the protection, care, 
and support of His people. Hence David 
said: “Thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me.” The Psalmist’s confidence in God’s 
power and love was a continual comfort and 


support to him in all the hard places 
through which he was called to go, even 
when going through the valley and shadow 
of death. 





1112—Can We Grieve “Away” the Holy Spirit? 


Question—Is it possible for believers to grieve 
“away” the Holy Spirit in this dispensation? 


Most certainly it is and most certainly it 
is a common sin in this day. In Eph. 4: 30, 
Paul exhorts believers not to grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God. If it could not be done 
in this day of light, Paul would hardly have 
thought it necessary to warn believers 
against committing the offense. 





1113—Last First—First Last 


Question—Matt. 20:16 says: “So the last shall be 
first and the first last, for many be called, but few 
are chosen.”” What does that mean ?—W. 


The parable may have several applica- 
tions. Primarily the Jews were first in the 
economy of grace, but they refused the 
offer. Then God gave the Gentiles a chance 
to accept what the Jews had rejected, and 
as they accepted it, they came to be first in 
the economy of grace and the Jews came to 
be last. It may be wisely and safely re- 
garded as teaching now that they who free- 
ly accept God’s grace and live by it, shall be 
first in the kingdom, while they who have 
had the offer, but refused it, shall become 
last in any chance of salvation through 
Christ. 





1114—Did the Bodies Return to Their Graves? 


Question—In Matt. 27: 52-538, we read: “And the 
graves were opened and many bodies of the saints 
which slept arose, and came out of their graves after 
His resurrection and went into the holy city and ap- 
peared unto many.” Did these bodies of the risen 
saints return to their graves, or is the holy city here 
mentioned the eternal home and resting place of the 
saints ?—W. 

This is confessedly a difficult passage. 
The plainest construction I think is the saf- 
est and best. By the mighty power of God 
these persons who had been resting in their 
graves for a long while, possibly, were 
touched by divine power, the graves were 
opened by the power of an earthquake, and 
the bodies of the sleeping saints came forth 
by divine power and went into the city of 
Jerusalem, which was near by, appearing 
unto many of their friends. If this be not 
the correct understanding of the incident, I 
know not any more satisfactory explanation. 





1115—Receiving the Holy Ghost 
Question—Do we receive the Holy Spirit in conver- 
sion ?—D. 

Every true act in the Christian life is 
under the power and illumination of the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit convicts of sin, 
brings us to repentance, and to life in 
Christ. Not only so, but the Spirit is given 
us afterward in larger measure for the en- 
richment of the mind and heart. In regen- 
eration, we get the Spirit for that purpose, 
and then we get the gift of the Spirit in 
sanctification for the abiding joy of the 
Lord, for assurance and larger fruitfulness 
in Christian service. In other words, every 
obtainment of blessing, every advance in 
Christian experience, is the gift of the Holy 


“But do we not get 
No, I think 
not, and for the reason that you are not pre- 
pared to receive all of these manifestations 


Spirit. You may ask: 
all of these in conversion?” 


in conversion. Every such gift prepares 
you for advancement, and as you advance, 
you get larger and richer gifts which pre- 
pare you for your work and life in Christ. 





1116—Are These Due to Satan’s Power? 


Question—In rebuking the wind did Christ rebuke 
Satan when the disciples appealed to Him during the 
storm which arose while crossing the lake? Are the 
destructive storms, droughts, floods, etc., caused by 
Satan, the prince of the por of the ‘air? Many 
Bible scholars so claim.—X. Z. 


I am not prepared to say that all these 


’ things come upon the human family by the 


will and power of Satan, or at least if they 
do, Jesus overrules them for the good of be- 
lievers. The fact that Satan is spoken of 
as “the prince of the power of the air,” 
would seem to imply that he has much to 
do with the disturbances in the air. He may 
produce them all, but if so, he does it under 
the superintending grace of God, and we 
are protected from the evils which he would 
thrust upon us as the servants of God. It 
was that way in the case of Job. Satan 
declared that if the Lord would put him to 
the test Job would prove unfaithful. The 
Lord turned Job over into the hands of Sa- 
tan with permission to do his worst, except 
he was not given power to take Job’s life, 
and then in all that trial of Job the Lord 
was with him and gave him victory. Of 
course, Job stood for the right, and then the 
Lord strengthened him unto a glorious vic- 


tory. 





1117—Is the Unpardonable Sin Possible? 


Question—Is it possible for any one to commit the 
unpardonable sin in this age?—C. J. S. 


I know of no reason why the sin against 
the Holy Spirit may not be committed in 
this age as well as any other age. If you 
will turn to Matt. 12: 22-32, you may ascer- 
tain that the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
which was the unpardonable sin, was mere- 
ly attributing the power of the Holy Spirit 
to Satan. Jesus said He did the work of 
casting out devils by the Spirit of God, but 
the Pharisees said He cast out devils by 
Beelzebub the prince of devils, They at- 
tributed the power by which Jesus cast 
them out of the devil, and that was a sin 
against the Holy Spirit and was unpardon- 
able. They did not stop to consider the 
fact that if Jesus cast out devils by the 
chief of devils that would be contrary to 
all reason, as the devil would not lend his 
power to cast out his own. But the issue is 
plain—Jesus cast out devils by the Spirit 
of God, but the Pharisees said He did it by 
the prince of devils. That was attributing 
the work of the Spirit to the devil, and it 
was a sin against the Holy Spirit, and that 
was the unpardonable sin, and for it Jesus 
declared that there was no forgiveness in 
this world or in the world to come. I can- 
not see why a man might not commit this 
sin in this age as well as any other age. I 
think he can, and I think it has been done 
more than once in modern times. 
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ONE SECULAR EDITOR SEES CLEARLY. 


earthly things may yet be a very 
ignorant man concerning heavenly 
_ things. We are amazed now and then at 
the ignorance of men of the world concern- 
ing the things which pertain to Heaven and 
the thoughts of God. Any reader of an or- 
dinary. daily newspaper can see this in the 
headlines and in the body of the matter 
printed therein as well. In no part of their 
work as editors of secular papers does tHis 
ignorance appear more distinctly than in 
the spirit of said writers, or rather the way 
in which they fail to catch the spirit and 
thought of religious ideas. Of course, these 
gentlemen of the quill will readily say, and 
possibly justly say, the ignorance of these 
religious editors concerning secular affairs, 
and while that may be true, at least in 
many instances, it is a fact that to know 
the things which make for our everlasting 
welfare is infinitely better than to know 
only the things which contribute to earthly 
happiness. We admit it is a misfortune to 
be ignorant of the practical and necessary 
affairs of earth, but it is ruin to be igno- 
rant of the things which belong to the realm 
of religion. We are not proud of ignorance 
in any sphere of life that is noble and good, 
but as between the two, if we must be igno- 
rant, then let us take our part in the realm 
of the secular. 


However, we are more than pleased to 
note the fact that at least some secular ed- 
itors seem to see clearly the nature of some 
vital spiritual truths, so much so that we 
are tempted to quote from one of these men 
—a man who is noted for his ability in the 
secular world—we refer to Henry Water- 
son, editor of the Louisville Cowrier Jour- 
nal. The occasion which called forth this 
editorial expression adds interest to the 
thought. It was written for the fiftieth an- 
niversary number of that paper, or rather 
for the Christmas number which signaled 
its fiftieth Christmas, as a journal. In said 
editorial, Mr. Waterson says: 


Surely, the future looks black enough, 
yet it holds a hope, a single hope. One, 
and one power only, can arrest the de- 
scent and save us. That is the Chris- 
tian religion. 

Democracy is but a side issue. The 
paramount issue underlying the issue of 
Democracy, is the religion of Christ, 
and Him crucified; the bedrock of civil- 
ization; the source and resource of all 
that is worth having in the world that 
is, that gives promise in the world to 
come; not as an abstraction; not as a 
huddle of sects and factions; but as a 
mighty force and principle of being. 
The Word of God, delivered by the gen- 
tle Nazarene upon the hillsides of Ju- 
dea, sanctified by the Cross of Calvary, 
has survived every assault. It is now 
arrayed upon land and sea to meet the 
deadliest of all assaults, Satan turned 
loose for one last, final struggle. 

The Kaiser boldly threw down the gage 
of battle—infidel Germany against the 
believing world—“Kultur” against 
Christianity—the of hate against 
the of love. us is he, Satan, per- 
sonifi ‘myself and God” merely his 
way of proclaiming it—for his “God” is 


A WELL-INFORMED man as to 


Beelzebub, the angel of destruction, his 
creed the devil’s own, his aim and end 
a hell on earth. Never did crusader lift 
battle ax in holier war against the Sar- 
acen than is waged by our soldiers of 
the Cross against the German. The 
issues are indeed identical. 

If the world is to be saved from de- 
struction—physical no less than spir- 
itual destruction—it will be saved alone 
by the Christian religion. That elimi- 
nated leaves the earth to eternal war. 
For fifty years Germany has been or- 
ganizing and laboring to supplant it 
with “Kultur,” the genius of infidelity. 
Her college professors have been ob- 
sessed with it. Her universities have 
seethed with it. In acclaiming “My- 
self and God,” the Kaiser has put the 
imperial seal upon it. When our armies 
have run it to its lair—when they have 
crushed it—naught will have been 
gained unless the glorious banner of the 
Cross is hoist—even as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness—and the 
misled masses of Germany are bade to 
gather about it and beneath it as sadly 
they collect the debris of their ruin for 
the reconstruction of the Fatherland. 

Let every American soldier swear 
this day—this Christmas morn—that he 
will link him and his with the Christ 
child—the Light of Love—that suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead and buried, that descended into 
hell, that the third day arose from the 
dead and ascended into Heaven, and sit- 
teth on the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty!” 


That is indeed a remarkable production 


. and expresses the truth as it is to-day. The 


world may not, and most likely does not, 
see it as Mr. Waterson presents it, but it 
is true that we are morally and spiritually 
on a dowr grade, and it is just as true that 
there is but one power that can arrest us 
and save us from the dreadful ending of 
that descent, and that the Christian relig- 
ion. We are in hearty sympathy with the 
value of democracy, but Mr. Waterson is 
right when he says: “Democracy. is but a 
side issue. The paramount issue underly- 
ing the issue of Democracy, is the religion 
of Jesus Christ and Him crucified; the bed- 
rock of civilization; the source and resource 
of all that is worth having—.” 

Suppose Germany’s ideal should be real- 
ized—it would be infidel Germany against 
the believing world—Kultur against Chris- 
tianity—the gospel of hate against the gos- 
pel of love. Well may the Christian world 
Be aroused by the modern drift of religious 
thought—it is in an alarming degree a drift 
toward infidelity and there is no use trying 
to deny it. True it is that we have many 
noble Christian men and women in the 
world to-day, but it is also true that they 
are unable to stay the tide of worldliness 
which seeks to dominate the Church of 
Jesus Christ. We cannot too quickly and 
too surely learn the fact that if this world 
is to be saved from this downgrade move- 
ment, it must -be done by the Christ of God 
and His teachings. Let us most fully and 
truly link our destinies with the Christ and 
dedicating our all to Him, learn to walk in 
the light which God has given to us in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. If we eliminate Christ 


PE 


Onee 


Cay 


LIBERTY . 


Ceatend for the Faith Which Was 
i Umte the Saints.”—Jude 3. 


from the life of man, then man is left to 
sin and ruin and does not that as Mr. 
Waterson says, leave this world to eternal 
war, and that will mean eternal misery. 
Let us get away from German infidelity and 
again bow at the foot of the Cross in holy 
revere:.ce and in devoted service in holy 
living. That will make the world a place 
fit to live in till we go hence to live with 
Jesus. 


THE HYPHENATED CHRISTIAN 


We have heard much in our day of the 
several kinds of religious people which are 
in the world. There is the weak Christian, 
the bold Christian, the hypocrital Christian, 
the Christian for the sake of popularity, 
the business Christian, etc., but now we 
have a new kind—it is the hyphenated 
Christian, or the Christian which so loves 
both the world and the Church that he 
writes himself down as a _ world-loving 
Christian, a name which requires one or 
two hyphens in order to get into his name 
enough words to describe properly his real 
character. We have heard much of Ger- 
man-Americans, Chinese-Americans, Japa- 
nese-Americans, and so forth. These are 
people who for the sake of bettering their 
conditions have come to this country to 
make their homes and rear their families, 
but at the same times they love their fa- 
therland so devoutedly that they cannot give 
it up and so call themselves simply Amer- 
icans. Hence we call them hyphenated cit- 
izens, since they wish to connect their citi- 
zenship with two countries. We think that 
is bad enough, for if America is a place 
which affords a man a better chance to 
make a living and to take care of his fam- 
ily and educate his children in a more sat- 
isfactory manner, than his own fatherland 
did, it seems to us that he ought to leave 
the hyphen out, and so become simply and 
only an American citizen. 


What is true in the life of the citizen is 
also true in the life of the Christian. If a 
man has come out from the world and has 
associated himself with the people of God, 
the separation from the one and his affilia- 
tion with the other ought to be so complete 
that no temptation could possibly induce 
him to wish to count himself as belonging 
to both. That is one of the weak points in 
the Church to-day—we have so many men 
and women who would register themselves 
under a compound name with a hyphen be- 
tween, that it is hard to tell in many in- 
stances whether the man is more for the 
Church or for the world. That kind of a 
Church member never makes a good, or a 
useful, church member, to say nothing of 
a devoted Christian. Some one has likened 
this sort of a thing to a man who girdles 
the tree that gives him shade—protection 
from the burning rays of the sun. It shades 
him, but he proposes to kill it and get it 
out of his way. The man who comes into 
the Church with such a devotion to the ways 
of the world as that he cannot cut loose 
from the enticements of the flesh and give 
himself unreservedly to the Christ-life, un- 





436 (4) 
doubtedly he is doing the Church more 
harm than good. No doubt the Church has 
quite as many hyphenated members as the 
government has hyphenated citizens, and 
that being true, the Church is handicapped 
by the presence of men and women who are 
both for it and against it. We need men 
and women for the Church of Christ who 
will be out and out for Christ and the 
Church. People of half-way purposes can 
never be a real power in the Lord’s work. 

The Presbyterian strikes at this way of 
building up both the country and _ the 
Church as follows: 

A hyphenated American, now seventy- 
five years old, who came to this country 
with nothing and now owns—clear of in- 
cumbrance—a farm worth over half a mil- 
lion of dollars, has recently been interned 
as an alien enemy on account of his violent 
verbal attacks upon the country. It seems 
to our secular press an extreme instance of 
ingratitude. And so itis. All this man has 
he owes to the land that he abuses. But in 
the next column to one in which we read 
this story, is printed a demand by a college 
professor for the “freedom of teaching,” 
which in his case means freedom to attack 
the Christian religion to which his college 
owes its existence, and he himself his in- 
come. It may be said in defense of the 
farmer that he at least contributed by his 
labor and intelligence to his own success, 
but the teacher of heresy or atheism in a 
Christian college—or seminary—neither 
planted nor protected the tree which he is 
girdling. We profess no admiration for the 
hyphenated American, but still less for the 
hyphenated Christian. 

When I was a boy, if father found trees 
on the farm which were of no value, he 
would belt them, or, as the writer above 
quoted puts it, he would “girdle them,” and 
that was about the last of them, for within 
the following season they would die. It is 
much that way with men and women who 
girdle themselves with the power and influ- 
ence of the world—that sort of girdling soon 
destroys the fruit-bearing life and the tree 
is done for—it can be of little or no service. 
It is just as true of men and women who 
become hyphenated in their religious life 
and Christian experience. 


BRETHREN, ARE YOU USED TO SUCH 
PREACHING AS THIS? 


We are profoundly impressed with the 
thought that something is lacking in the 
preaching of the average preacher. There 
is a lost note in the preaching of many 
men to-day, and we are half persuaded that 
they do not know it. It may be that some 
of us are in a condition like Samson of old 
—the Lord has departed from us and we 
know it not. If that be true, there is no 
longer any cause to wonder why our preach- 
ing is so fruitless in winning men and 
women to Christ—when we are working in 
our own strength, it can be no otherwise, 
for human strength is not sufficient to win 
men from sin to a life of righteousness in 
Christ. 

Preaching which does not move the peo- 
ple to turn to God is not up to the high 
standard which has been set for the Chris- 
tian minister—we must reach the people 
and turn them into the ways of righteous- 
ness—turn them to Christ, or our preach- 
ing is in vain. 

We may not reach such power in the 
Christian ministry as D. L. Moody, or as 
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Chas. H. Spurgeon had, or as Lorenzo Dow 
had, but by the grace of God we can, under 
the illumination and power of the Holy 
Spirit, become men of might in leading 
others to Christ. God can do it through us, 
and He will, if we but conform to His plans 
and purposes. The kind of preaching or- 
dinary preachers need to do is the kind 
that saves through Jesus Christ. To do 
this we must become a mouth through which 
Jesus can and will speak. If this end is to 
be gained, then we must live in perfect 
harmony, humanly speaking, with Jesus 
and then we shall have His power and Spir- 
it in us, and these in us will make us suc- 
cessful in winning men and women to 
Christ. 

Some one has given us an excellent ex- 
ample of this kind of preaching. It was 
done by Chas. G. Finney, the man who was 
mighty in winning the people to Christ six- 
ty years ago. Some one tells of the power 
of his preaching as follows: 

Under his fiery preaching, men ran to 
remedy their faults. For example: When, 
during one of his visits to England, preach- 
ing at Bolton, he took “Restitution” as a 
subject, scores of people made restoration 
of various sums, from mere trifles up to no 
less than £300 in one sum, a fact which af- 
fords an informing glimpse into Finney’s 
great strength, for he was at that time close 
upon seventy years of age. Again, preach- 
ing at Oberlin upon, “The Signs of a Seared 
Conscience,” he made lively personal refer- 
ences to friends who had borrowed tools 
from him and never returned them. “Very 
early next morning,” says Dr. Wright, 
“Oberlin began to move from center to cir- 
cumference.”’ The watch-dog created such 
trouble before day dawn that one of Fin- 
ney’s sons went out to pacify him, when it 
appeared that a neighbor, desiring to re- 
store a borrowed tool unobserved, had been 
seized by the animal, which was holding the 
man down in triumph. All that day, farm- 
ing implements came in from every quar- 
ter; in fact, many of which Finney had no 
knowledge came to hand, it was assumed, 
to relieve the consciences of some’ who were 
unable to trace the rightful owners. 


WITH OUR SOUTHERN BRETHREN 
FRANKLIN, VA., May 2, 1918. 

Leaving Dayton, Ohio, on Thursday 
afternoon, April 25, I started for Norfolk, 
Va., via the C. & O. from Cincinnati. 

I spent Friday night in Richmond, Va., 
with my old friends, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Crews. I had a very pleasant stay with 
them and left for Norfolk on Saturday 
morning. In Norfolk, Bro. T. A. Twiddy 
met me and took me on his auto to his 
home in Park Place. Here I had a good rest 
and on Sunday morning attended the Third 
church Sunday-school, which, under the 
superintendence of Bro. ViPond, is doing 
a good work. In connection with the Sun- 
day-school they have a Temperance Society 
under the leadership of Dr. J. W. Manning. 

That day was an high day with this so- 
ciety. They had, as the speaker of the oc- 
casion, Mr. Bain, a leading reform worker 
of Virginia, who spoke to the boys of the 
society, as well as to all present, on the 
evils of tobacco, especially cigarettes. It 
was a fine presentation of the matter, and 
we believe made a strong impression for 
good. The facts presented are alarming, 
and ought to have the careful attention of 
every lover of humanity. 

As the Third church was without a pas- 
tor, I preached for them. Many of these 



















































































May 9, 1918 


people were from the Memorial Christian 
Temple, where I had formerly served as 
pastor. At the close of the service, the 
church was requested to remain to consider 
the matter of calling a new pastor. The 
committee made its report to the church, 
recommending Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D., as 
a suitable minister to become their pastor. 
The recommendation was unanimously 
adopted and Dr, Peters was notified by wire. 
Later a message came saying, letter follows! 
Since that I have not heard as to the an- 
swer, but it was confidently expected that 
he would accept. 

Sunday night I again preached for this 
people to a large congregation. Monday 
was spent visiting old friends. Tuesday I 
came to Franklin to attend the Southern 
Christian Convention. Here I met many of 
the friends of the long ago, with whom I 
had spent my early days in the ministry. 
We had a good and a busy session of the 
Convention—it is now just about half way 
through the time allowed to the session. 

There are many things I would like to 
write of, but time does not permit. I will 
mention two matters of general interest and 
reserve others for another letter. 

The address of Dr. Staley, the president, 
was full of interest and commanded close 
attention. Yesterday (Wednesday, May 1) 
Dr. W. H. Denison delivered a strong ap- 
peal on The Forward Movement of the 
Christian Church. Within the next thirty 
days, he is to enter upon the great task 
which has been assigned to him as super- 
intendent of this movement, to which he is 
to give his time and talents. 

There are a number of visitors in attend- 
ance, among whom I name Rev. M. T. Mor- 
rill, D. D., secretary of foreign missions; 
Rev. O. S. Thomas, secretary of home mis- 
sions; Rev. E. K, McCord, missionary to 
Japan; Mr. Netum Rathbun, business man- 
ager of The Christian Publishing Associa- 
tion, and perhaps others. 

Rev. C. B. Riddle was re-elected editor 
of The Christian Sun and Publishing Agent 
for the Convention. To-day we are to con- 
sider the subjects of Home and Foreign 
missions, but of this work I must wait to 
write later, as the discussion has not yet 
taken place. J. PeB. 


*** Say, Brother Preacher, is this true 
in your case? The Methodist Recorder 
says: “There is a great deal of pointless 
preaching at the present time. After sit- 
ting under the ministry of the Word, a 
person is often led to inquire, ‘What is all 
this for?’ It cannot be for spiritual edifi- 
cation of believers, for there is nothing in 
it to quicken them into newness of spiritual 
life. It is abstract ethical theorizing, with 
scarcely any reference to the soul. No won- 
der that a person sometimes longs to hear 
one of the old-t#me trumpet blasts. A man 
seldom accomplishes more than he aims to 
effect. A minister who does not aim in the 
pulpit and out of it to save souls will have 
a barren ministry, and many fruitless re- 
grets at last.” Brother, if your preaching 
has no point to it, it will not cut or stick. 
Then take your heart to Jesus and ask Him 
to make it anew, with power to cut and to 
stick in the minds and hearts of the people 
to whom you preach. Your preaching will 
always fail, if it has no point to it! 








*** May God still bless you in your 
grand work as editor of the grand old HErR- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY and your stand 
against higher criticism.—Rev. J. S. Mas- 
ters, Coloma, Michigan. 


*** We are drawing nigh to the com- 
mencement period for the various colleges 
and schools among us. Let us prepare to 
give the young people encouragement. 
These are the great days of their young 
lives. 


*** A letter received on last Friday gives 
the information that Mr. Hermon Eldredge, 
Army Y. M. C. A. Secretary at Camp Up- 
ton, N. Y., has just gone through a trying 
operation in the base hospital and it may 
be some little time before he can resume 
his duties. 


*** We have heard that Rev. Silas Mos- 
teller, New Carlisle, Ind., has resigned his 
church near that place and we believe that 
he could be secured for other work. He 
wishes to be near a good High School. Pas- 
torless churches should get in touch with 
him at once. 


*** In a private letter from Rev. R. H. 
Peel, we learn that he is leaving South Wes- 
terlo, New York, for Cambridge Springs, 
Pa. There he will have charge of two 
churches, Washington Valley and Drake- 
town. We are hoping that he will enjoy the 
work that he is now entering, also that 
South Westerlo church will soon have a 
pastor. 


*** The great Theodore Christlieb, though 
he was a German, said some fine things, one 
of which was this: “The strong argument 
for the truth of Christianity is the true 
Christian, the man filled with the spirit of 
Christ. The best proof of Christ’s resur- 
rection is a living Church, which itself is 
walking in a new life, and drawing life 
from Him who hath overcome death.” 


*** We are informed that Rev. F. H. 
Peters, pastor of the North Christian 
church, New Bedford, Mass., has resigned, 
his resignation to take effect July 1st. Rev. 
Peters has been with that church nine (9) 
years and we believe that the church there 
will greatly miss him. We are not told 
where our brother will locate, although we 
have heard through others, but we will 
leave that information for him to give to 
our HERALD readers. 


*** In order to meet the unprecedented 
demand for the Scriptures, or portions 
thereof, The Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation of Chicago has recently placed an 
order with their printers for 400,000 copies 
of the separate gospels. The most of this 
output is expected to reach the men of the 
army and navy and the prayers of our 
readers are requested for this distribution. 
Since the United States entered the Euro- 
pean conflict, this Association has issued 
and distributed more than 190,000 copies of 
wholesome books and Scripture eaten for 
the soldiers and sailors. 





*** “God is good and holy and all pow- 
erful. What a grievous sin to profane His 
name.” 


*** Dr. Eli Thurston, a prominent phy- 
sician pf Hagerstown, Indiana, died recently, 
after a very brief illness. Several years 
ago he was married to the widow of Rev. 
W. T. Warbington, a daughter of Rev. Mills 
Harrod, at one time Agent of The Christian 
Publishing Association. 


*** We talk of treason, of high treason! 
Alas, the highest treason is that discussed 
by The Christian Intelligencer when it 
says: “But there is another treason which 
no foreign government has instigated or 
abetted. It is the act of the man who owes 
his country a clean and honorable life, and 
fails to discharge the debt. By his default, 
through vice or intemperance, he betrays 
her in her day of trial as truly as does the 
pro-German who holds back when every 
true man should help on. A nation is the 
sum of its individual lives, its individual 
families. Whoever wilfully, or for lack of 
will, lets himself or his family become a 
liability instead of an asset in such an hour 
as this—what is he but a traitor?” 


*** Some smart people do not know as 
much as they think they do. During the 
fight in the legislature of New York for 
the prohibition amendment, one of the law- 
yers, who was defending the liquor busi- 
ness, after listening to the plea that grain 
should be used to feed the people instead 
of being used to make liquor to destroy the 
reason of the people, said: “The idea of 
saving the barley used in manufacturing 
beer to make bread! No one in this room 
ever heard of such a thing as barley bread!” 
Mrs. Boole, president of New York Wom- 
an’s Christian Temperance Union, replied: 
“We are making barley bread and barley 
cookies in our home regularly, and they 
are good, too.” She theh told of a lad long 
ago who had “five barley loaves and two 
fishes.” 


*** Much is said as to pastoral visiting, 
and, well, there may be much said of it, for 
it is a most valuable adjunct in the preach- 
ing of the gospel. It is one of the impor- 
tant points of contact between the pulpit 
and the pew. The Southern Methodist gives 
its view of the question this way: “If pas- 
toral visitation is regarded as an unprofit- 
able expenditure of time, it is chiefly be- 
cause of the lack of responsiveness to its 
real spirit. Some who clamor if the preach- 
er does not visit them do not want any pas- 
toral visits. They want social calls, loaded 
down with chitchat upon every subject but 
religion, even though an attempt may b- 
made to redeem the character of the call 
by a word of prayer at its close.” ‘That 
thought reveals the valueless side of pastor- 
al visiting. Frivolous jokes will kill pas- 
toral visiting till it might as well, and bet- 
ter, be dispensed with. Gossip will do the 
same—destroy the power of the pastor’s 
visit for good. If the church member be- 
lieves in pastoral visiting, let him or her be 








sure to prove it by helping the pastor, when 
he comes to visit you, to do good and not 
evil. 


*** By all means let us not be either. 
The Herald and Presbyter says: “A con- 
temporary quotes the statement of a loose 
theologian that he ‘would rather be a heter- 
odox firebrand than to be an orthodox ici- 
cle,’ and asks why it is necessary to be 
either. Of course, it is not necessary, and 
there is no reason for the contrast, but since 
the contrast is drawn, most sensible, honest 
people will say that the mgn who makes i 
and would rather be zealous for untruth 
and wrong than coolly or even: frigidly 
right, must be off either in his head or his 
heart.” Nothing gets a higher estimation 
than truth. Even the God of Heaven and 
earth places a high estimate on truth. A 
man full of truth is a power for right, 
while a man who is orthodox in principle, 
but not in heart and life, is indeed an ici- 
cle. We have no need for him. He hin- 
ders the truth by freezing the atmosphere 
in which he moves. We do not need th 
“loose theologian,” nor do we need the “or- 
thodox icicle.” Give us the man who is on 
fire with truth and we shall win the world 
to Christ. 


*** The Journal and Messenger knows 
what it believes, and it often believes as a 
good many other people believe. In a re- 
cent issue it says: “We have very serious 
doubt as to the duty of any student for the 
ministry—one who thinks himself called of 
God to preach the gospel of eternal life—to 
enter the army as a common soldier, or, even 
as an officer. There is pressing need of 
more men educated and fitted for the work 
of the minigtry, and a student in college or 
seminary who thinks himself called to bear 
arms as a soldier in the ranks, or as a com- 
missioned officer, should doubt whether he 
is, at the same time, called to the work of 
the ministry. There is in the min- 
istry sufficient opportunity for heroism, 
firmness, poise, energy, self-surrender to 
duty—any and all the qualities of a sol- 
dier. We have no doubt that God calls men 
to prepare for the ministry; but we cannot 
believe that He calls them to, at the same 
time, prepare for the battlefield.” Now 
what do you say to that? We believe he is 
right. The minister has enough to do for 
his country’s good not to desert his high 
calling. The government, as we understand 
it, does not require the minister to forsake 
his high and holy calling to bear arms—it 
only requires him to stand by his gospel 
work for the good of the army, and we are 
persuaded he can do more for his country 
by an honest and earnest effort to keep the 
soldiers in the way of a clean and a holy 
life. The same paper well says: “Intelli- 
gent camp pastors esteem ‘personal work’ 
as the highest and most fruitful form of 
their service. After this come the public 
services, the organized Bible classes, the dis- 
tribution of pocket Testaments, and the un- 
ion communion services which have been ar- 
ranged in some instances.” 
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The Christian Church feels that it wants to undertake a larger program. 


Indeed, 


we must do, for these days and times are. calling us to render a much larger service. 
My experience has shown me that the revivals that are prayed down are much better 
and more lasting than those that are worked up. I have noticed that a praying Chris- 
tian accomplishes much more than the merely nominal Christian to whom the prayer- 


life does not seem vital. 
a much greater praying people. 


The Forward Movement summons us first of all to become 
We want to know about prayer and we want to 


call upon all our people to lay greater emphasis upon prayer, private and public 
prayer, praying groups, we want to double our prayer-meeting attendance in all the 


churches. 


Herewith is an article on “Vital Elements of Prayer,” by Rev. George C. 


Enders, D. D., the dean of our Christian Divinity School, Defiance College. I hope that 
every reader of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY will give it a careful reading and heed 


its living message. 


WARREN H. DENISON, Superintendent. 
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VITAL ELEMENTS OF PRAYER 


By Rev. George C. Enders, D. D., Defiance, Ohio 


By the vital elements of prayer is meant 
those elements that are fundamentally 
necessary—absolutely essential to genuine 


prayer. Without them real prayer cannot 
exist. Without them prayer is prayer in 
name only. 


Prayer has vital elements and non-vital 
elements. The vital elements are of pri- 
mary importance. The non-vital elements 
are of secondary—if not of twenty-second- 
ary importance. One should keep a clear 
distinction between these two kinds of ele- 
ments. The term, prayer, is quite frequently 
applied to that which has only the non- 
essential elements. 

Before me lies an interesting, a unique 
book of prayers. It is called “God’s 
Minute,” and is just from the press of 
the Vir Publishing Company of Phila- 
delphia. It contains 365 prayers (one for 
every day in the year) contributed by lead- 
ing clergymen and laymen of the English- 
speaking world. I do not hesitate to com- 
mend this book in strong terms. If proper- 
ly used, it cannot be otherwise than inspir- 
ingly helpful. But the prayers which it 
contains are prayers in name only. They 
contain none of the vital elements of prayer. 
They are not prayers at all. They are 
simply prayer forms, or rather prayer 
molds, into which, out of a full heart and 
a reverent mind one can pour the vital ele- 
ments of prayer. In other words, these so- 
called prayers must be vitalized before they 
can become real prayers. One must breathe 
into them the breath of life. 

The language form is a non-essential ele- 
ment of prayer. I would not undervalue the 
freedom of utterance, the readiness of 
speech which we admire so much in public 
prayer. We frequently refer to those who 
have this power as being especially “gifted 
in prayer.” But we must not forget that 
the tongue can never be substituted for the 
heart, that while it is sometimes true that 
the eloquent tongue moves men, it is the 
eloquent heart only that moves God. If I 
speak with the tongues of men and of angels 
and have none of the vital elements of 
prayer, it shall profit me nothing. 

The time of prayer, the place of prayer, 
the bodily position in prayer—these and 


many others, while of more or less value, 
are not of vital importance, and hence be- 
long to the non-essential elements of prayer. 
God will not fail to hear any genuine prayer 
offered at any time, in any place, and under 
any conditions. 

The word “vital” comes from the Latin, 
vita, which means life. By vital elements 
of prayer we mean literally the living ele- 
ments or characteristics of prayer. What, 
then, are these living elements? 

In general they are inner rather than 
outer, subjective rather than objective. 
They belong to the spirit rather than to the 
body. They belong to reality rather than 
to the manifestations of reality. In gen- 
eral the vital elements of prayer express 
themselves in a threefold, right attitude: a 
right attitude toward oneself; a right atti- 
tude toward others, and a right attitude 
toward God. Each of the essential elements 
of prayer manifests itself in all these atti- 
tudes, but some of them are more character- 
istic of one attitude than of the others. Let 
us examine the several attitudes with a 
view to considering some of the essentials 
of prayer. 

Genuine prayer is attended by, or results 
in a right attitude toward oneself. The 
prodigal son “came to himself” before he 
came back to his father. Of the vital ele- 
ments of prayer which manifest themselves 
in a proper attitude toward oneself, space 
permits the consideration of only three: 
Humility, Sincerity, and a Feeling of Need. 

Humility is a protest against the spirit 
of arrogance, against overestimation of one- 
self. It does not mean that one should 
underestimate himself. While, on the other 
hand, humility may mean humiliation, -a 
sense of degradation because of the con- 
sciousness of sin, which properly expresses 
itself in the publican’s prayer, “Lord, be 
merciful to me, a sinner;” on the other 
hand, it implies a proper self-respect, a just 
appreciation of self, a realization that for 
just such as he is, Christ died. 

Closely related to humility is sincerity, 
which implies honesty, genuineness, whole- 
ness, and wholesomeness in one’s relations 
to himself. Emphasis in prayer needs to 
be placed upon this vital element, sincerity, 
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because of a natural proneness to fall into 
insincerity. It is so easy to deceive our- 
selves in this matter that we forget that it 
is not equally easy to deceive God. Insin- 
cerity, in the mild form, arises unconscious- 
ly out of carelessness, or thoughtlessness. 
Prayer is so apt to become formal, a matter 
of habit, that we ask for things we do not 
really desire, and say things we do not 
really mean. Insincerity, even in this form, 
renders prayer ineffective, while in its ex- 
treme form it leads to hypocrisy, which is 
one of the most deadly sins. 

With a proper feeling of humitity goes 
also a keen sense of need, of personal in- 
sufficiency, inadequacy, shortcomings. We 
cannot ask aright for things, the need of 
which we do not feel. 

Of the vital elements of prayer that ex- 
press themselves in a right attitude toward 
our fellow beings, I will, name only the 
spirit of forgiveness. It is not the only 
essential, but the others are so closely con- 
nected with it, and so clearly implied by it, 
that they need not be considered at length 
here. If a man has a genuine spirit of for- 
giveness, his heart will be free from envy, 
jealousy, hatred, and similar evils. He will 
have the best good of others at heart, and 
he will make it possible for God to forgive 
him. 

Finally as the most important of the ele- 
ments characteristic of a right attitude to- 
wards God, I would name faith, using the 
word in its fullest meaning. The word, 
faith, from the standpoint of meaning, is 
one of the largest words in the English 
language. It implies hope, belief, confi- 
dence, self-surrender, trust. It is both rev- 
erently passive and persistently active. On 
the one hand it possesses the soul in pati- 
ence, on the other it gives substance to 
things hoped for. Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God. 

God reveals Himself to man, and through 
man. It is His plan to work in friendship, 
fellowship, and partnership with man. 
Prayer makes this divine-human relation- 
ship and cooperation possible. Such a rela- 
tionship is vital to Christianity. Religion 
can no longer be regarded as a matter of 
creed or form, or ritual. Religion is to be 
defined in terms of life. Life can come only 
from contact with life. Prayer is the di- 
vinely-appointed means by which the soul 
can come into communion with Jesus Christ, 
the Light and the Life of the world. It is 
through living prayer that one may come. 
into living contact with the living God. 


O VOICE 
BY CHARLES SUMNER LORD 


O Voice! Words: marvelous, sublime, 

Of life and loss and love and death, 

Of joyous songs and parting breath 

From out the darksome wilderness of time, 

Crying in the dreaming solitudes, 

Crying to the heedless multitudes: 

“Prepare for One the dying world has 
sought ; ‘ 

Prepare for Him, ye who have known Him 
not!’ 


The King of Glory came by lowly birth 

To reign forever.o’er the sinful earth; 

To reign, to suffer, to be crucified, 

And yet to reign forever, though He died 
That sinful man might from His sins be 


ree. 
He came, He suffered, and He died for me. 
Winooski, Vt. 
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In our first ar- 
ticle we spoke of 
the Church as it 
was organized 
and started on 
its history by 
Christ and His apostles. In contrast let 
us take a glimpse of the Church as we find 
it to-day. We quote from Dr. H. K. Car- 
roll, authorized statistician, of the “Re- 
ligius Forces of the United States.” He 
says: 

There is an infinite variety of religions 
in the United States. There are churches 
small and churches great, churches white 
and churches black, churches high and 
churches low, orthodox and _ heterodox, 
Christian and pagan, Catholit and Protes- 
tant, liberal and conservative, Calvinistic 
and Armenian. All phases of thought are 
represented by them; all possible theologies; 
all varieties of polity, ritual, usage, and 
forms of worship........... One may be a pagan 
or a Jew, or a Christian. 

We need not take the time or occupy 
the space to trace through history the cause 
of these divisions. The fact is here—is 
patent to every intelligent mind who takes 
any observation of religious matters, that 
the Church of Jesus Christ, not only in the 
United States, but in nearly every other 
part of the world, is woefully divided, and 
subdivided into many denominations and 
sects. Many good people in nearly all de- 
nominations of Christians are seeing, de- 
ploring, and are heartily sick of these divis- 
ions, and are wishing, longing for a united 
Church. 

Many of the evils growing out of these 
many denominational divisions of the Prot- 
estant world are apparent to the intelligent 
and spiritual vision of good people in all 
communions. No one doubts this who is 
conversant with the current religious liter- 
ature of to-day. A writer in The Evangel- 
ist and New York Observer recently said: 

We have come to the crossroads. We 
have reached the stage of the religious life 
of the country when, if we are simply de- 
nominations, and not a united Church, we 
are doomed. The principle of division’ has 
spent its force, and the area of union must 

gin Denominationalism does not com- 
mend itself to the members of our churches 
or the nation at large. 

“Protestantism,” Dr. James H. Ecob is 
reported as having said, “is divided and 
subdivided until it cannot count its own 
disjecta membra. This condition should be 
taken upon the conscience and heart of ev- 
ery serious-minded man and woman as a 
burden and a shame.” 

Rev. Charles W. Merian, of Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan, in an address on army Young 
Men’s Christian Association work before 
the National Council of Congregational 
Churches, at Columbus, Ohio, October 10, 
1917, speaking on this subject, said: 


REV. J. G. BISHOP 





This is another illustration of the almost 
criminal folly of the perpetuation of out- 
grown denominational distinctions among 
our American Protestant churches. 


These 
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THE SPIRITUAL AND ORGANIC UNITY OF THE 


CHURCH OF CHRIST 


By Rev. J. G. Bishop, D. D., Dayton, Ohio 
IN FIVE ARTICLES—ARTICLE TWO 


training camps represent the most wonder- 
ful spiritual opportunities that the Church 
has ever had to reach the young men of 
America. But, due to our divisions and sub- 
divisions and sub-subdivisions along denomi- 
national lines, the Church, as a Church, 
cannot meet this opportunity. 

Rev. Ashworth, in his book on “The Union 
of Christian Forces,” says: 

To Him (Christ) it was inconceivable 
that His disciples could ever win the world 
unless they were united. A divided Church 
is a defeated Church. 

In a recent number of THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY, under the caption, “A Get- 
together Plea,” there are attached the 
names of eighty prominent gospel preachers 
and Christian workers, from nine of the 
largest Protestant denominations from sev- 
enteen States of the Union. From this 
“Plea,” setting forth the obligations of the 
Church, growing out of its relation to the 
present world-war, we quote the following: 

Something must be made visible fact on 
unity to-day, if the Church—the one Church 
of the many churches, the only Church the 
Lord Himself had faith to God to pray for 
—is to become to-morrow the power of God 
to save the world. This cannot be too long 
postponed. These times require quick de- 
cisions. Can we suffer the Church to-day 
that before the week of His passion our 
Lord gave the barren fig-tree but one year 

‘ more in which to bear fruit or be cut down? 
This parable may be for the Church now. 

The quotations which we have given are 
only samples of the same sentiments which 
are coming to the fore, in various ways, 
from pious thinking men from nearly all 
parts of Protestant Christiandom, deploring 
the divisions in the Church (and well they 
may, for we know not of a single passage 
in the New Testament to justify them) and 
the hindering influences they are having on 
the Church in its legitimate work of saving 
men from sin with its terrible curse on the 
peoples of the world, and the advancement 

~of our Lord’s Kingdom. 

On the other hand, we rejoice in the 
growing tendency towards the longed-for 
unity of the Church, as manifested in the 
cooperation in the various enterprises of 
the Church, such as the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, the Sunday-school Un- 
ion, the Young Men’s and the Young Wom- 
en’s Christian Associations, the Student 
Volunteer Movement, the Layman’s Mission- 
ary Movement, and kindred organizations 
and movements. Perhaps the greatest of 
these, in its design, the scope of its opera- 
tions, and its general influence on the 
churches tending towards their unity, is the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. In speaking of this Council a 
writer recently said: 

The great world, with possibilities that no 
man can measure or number, is asking for 
a Church united in heart, and treasury, and 
service. The voice with which it speaks 


is not its own, it is the voice of God 
Now all these organizations and move- 


ments are the natural crystallizations of the 
Christ-Christian Spirit (which Spirit is the 





same everywhere in all the world where 
Christ is made known and is accepted as 
Lord and Savior) into the ONE CHURCH, 
and hence are all good, so far as they go. 
But they have not yet gone far enough. 
They have not yet fully rooted out, or out- 
grown the sectarian spirit—which spirit is 
always the life of the sectarian body. The 
fact is the Church of our blessed Lord is yet 
woefully divided in “its heart, and especial- 
ly in its treasury, and in its service,” not- 
withstanding the divine injunction remains 
in the book: “There shall be no divisions 
among you.” “No schism in the body.” 
Now, if the Bible condemns the divisions 
in the Church, and teaches its corporate 
unity, which it surely does, and if the grow- 
ing sentiment of the Church to-day deplores 
its divisions and wishes for its unity, as it 
most surely does, why then has it not coal- 
esced before this time? Yes, we know that 
there have been quite a number of efforts 
made to unite two or more denominations 
into one and have failed. Why? Because 
they did not go back to the period before 
the origin of denominational sects and build 
on the teachings of Christ and His apostles. 
To go “back to Christ” is to go forward. 


RETROSPECTIONS 
BY JOHN J. BERRY 


Another year has gone, reflect, 

And take a look in retrospect, 

Repining not, nor shedding tears: 

What is the mem’ry of past years? 
We’ve made mistakes, we’re prone to sin, 
Confession new may pardon win; 
Perhaps we have some good deeds done, 
A battle fought and vict’ry won. 

We may have failed a trusting friend, 
And brought a friendship to an end; 

We may have found the Friend of all, 
And answered well the Master’s call. 
Then to our neighbor did we show 
That we had learned in grace to grow, 
And by our lives, in deed and word, 
Showed love to him, like to our Lord. 


Possessing, too, a peace of mind 
Surpassing far the human kind, 

Did we console and comfort those 
Whose hearts were longing for repose? 
Whatever may have been our lot, 
Whoever did the old year plot, 

With hope the new year now we face, 
Assured of all-sufficient grace. 

If God should all our lives prolong 
The coming year we should be strong 
And bold for Satan’s overthrow, 

As on our pilgrim way we go. 

The years go by, their end we see, 
This year may bring eternity; 

So may we live, that we may show 
The faith from which good works will grow. 


Let us while walking life’s pathway 
Improve the moments day by day;- 

And sowing seeds of kindness, raise 

A fruitful harvest to God’s praise. 

From the past year we must have learned, 


-To the new year our faces turned, 


We lift our eyes and pray to Him, 

Whose ear’s not deaf, whose sight’s not dim. 
Oh, when at last we view the throne 

Where our Redeemer, Christ, has gone, 
May He who died to make us one 

With Him, the welcome give, “Well done.” 


Irvington, N. J. 












440 ~—S (8) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


May 9. 1918 


Points of Contact and Agreement Between Christians and Disciples 


The numbered points that follow are 
merely a statement of facts. They form 
part of the report of Secretary Burnett, in 
his report of the meeting on Fraternal Re- 
lations held in Norfolk, Va., between men 
representing the Body called “Christians” 
and the body called “The Disciples — of 
Christ,” and reported in THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY of April 10. 

Many people in each denomination feel 
something of the Spirit in which Jesus 
prayed concerning His disciples, “that they 
all may be one.” Oneness does not neces- 
sarly come from organic union, but it does 
come from the recognition of oneness of 
spirit. The glad day is coming to the king- 
dom of God when the “Watchman shall see 
eye to eye.” The effort to see more clearly 
was behind the election of a committee to 
submit a statement of “points of agree- 
ment.” Their statement was adopted by the 
meeting unanimously, and is as follows: 

We, known in the Christian world as 
Christians and Disciples of Christ, find that 


we are in agreement on the following prin- 
ciples: 


(1) Christ is “head over all things to 
the Church.” (Eph. 1: 22) 

This is the principle we propose to 
use as our guide in all religious mat- 
ters, both as individuals, and as re 
ligious bodies. When fully understood 
it is a beautiful, a perfect ideal. It 
suggests the close relationship existing be- 
tween Christ and each of His people, and 
also the relationship existing between each 
and all those who are a part of Him. It 
recalls the fact that every part of the body 
reports to the head its pleasure or its pain, 
and looks for the help or sympathy needed. 
It shares with and supplements the efforts 
of each and every part of the body, till the 
perfect whole recognizes oneness throughout 
all its parts and functions. 

Of course the reason both bodies adopted 
this principle at first was to do away with 
bishops and priests, and all who make be- 
lieve that no orders can come to us from 
our Father-God except through them and 
their kind. Of course this was not original 
with either body. In Europe, long before, 
many gladly suffered death rather than 
acknowledge that any one but Christ was 
the Head of the Church. If we of to-day 
actually practice our belief in the Headship 
of Christ, we, individually, shall become 
Christlike, and singly and as a whole give 
rich service to God and humanity. 


(2) “We take the Bible as our only rule 
of faith and practice.” 

Theoretically and professionally and 
sincerely both bodies have done this 


from the beginning. If a change of 
wording were desirable it would be to 
“We take nothing less than the Bible 
for our rule of faith and practice.” It is 
not the more that is dangerous, but the less. 
The principle, like No. 1, is not only for 
practice, but for education. For that edu- 
cation nothing less than the Bible is suffi- 
cient. We are in every grade of God’s 
school to-day as in the past. A few are in 
the priestly class, with Aaron, and enjoy 
the ceremonial worship, with all its display, 
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its offerings, and also the intercessory du- 
ties that go with the priestly class. 

Some. of us are in the Uzzah class, trying 
to steady the ark of God, and though lack- 
ing nothing in temerity, as yet escape vis- 
ible doom. 

Some of us are in the Jeremiah class, the 
“bravest of the brave,” through and through 
believers in everything of God but His pow- 
er to change human hearts into Christlike- 
ness. Some of us are in the early Peter 
class, and do not hesitate to say to the 
Christ, “Be it far from thee, Lord, this 
(suffering) shall never be unto thee.” Some 
of us are in the Paul class, and have at- 
tained to that high efficiency in which we 
can truthfully say, “I determined not to 
know anything among you save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.” A few are in 
the John class, whose whole knowledge is 
summed up in the words, “God is love.” 

The recognition that we are in God’s 
school, with many grades, and in need of 
teachers for each grade, is a great gain, 
where made. If we believed this we should 
cease insisting that every one should be in 
our grade. This will enable each and all of 
us to work toward the next lesson. With 
this belief we shall come to Paul’s grade 
when he wrote that he prayed for the Ephe- 
sian friends, that they might “be strong to 
apprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ that passeth 
knowledge, that we might be filled unto all 
the fulness of God.” 

(3) We recognize the fundamental Prot- 
estant principle of individual freedom in 
the interpretation of the Scriptures. 

This is the logical conclusion of princi- 
ples 1 and 2. There are at times a tenden- 
cy to overlook the right side of a coat in 
one’s hurry, and to put it on inside out. Of 
all the principles this is the one that is usu- 
ally put on that way, when we wear it. So 
often we should imagine it reads, “The free- 
dom to interpret the Scriptures for each 
other.” But the principle does not say that, 
and none of us would subscribe to it if it 
did. Here, perhaps, we ought to ask The 
Christian Publishing Association to publish 
this principle as an attractive motto, and 
to engrave under it the words, “Lest we 
forget.” 


It is a fine thing to believe that which we 
know to be true. It is fine tod believe that 
we, personally, are in the truth when we say 
we practice the above. It can be done. It 
is done by many, by very many. It has 
been done by millions, it is being done by 
increasing millions, who do not only believe 
it, and practice it, but are full of delight 
in the recognition that through this princi- 
ple more and more of “the length and 
breadth and depth and height of the love 
of Christ” is revealed unto a world that is 
in desperate need of that love at present, 
when it seems that in some parts of the 
world John’s fourth seal is let loose, “and 
hell follows with him.” 

The practice of this third principle will, 
to those who practice the first and second, 
bring spiritual recognition between not only 


Christians and Disciples of Christ, but also 
between all who love His name. Let us pray 
more earnestly that our eyes may be opened, 
that we may understand that the eye, which 
never hears, is as much a part of the body 
as the ear, which never sees, and equally 
essential to the safety, efficiency, and com- 
fort of the whole body. The full practice of 
this principle would prove without doubt, 
that to those so privileged, the kingdom of 
God had already come. 

(4) We recognize the independence and 
autonomy of the local congregation. 

This is true of both bodies, as far as it 
is humanly possible. It is the honest con- 
clusion on this line from the preceding prin- 
ciples. When the others are carried out 
perfectly in daily life, this principle will 
be beneficial in every way. It is good now, 
and the only thing we need to make it what 
it should be is to strive to have in each 
and every church men who are leaders for 
Christ’s sake, and whose leadership is al- 
ways and ever to the upbuilding of the 
cause of Christ, and not merely for the ad- 
vantage of the organization of which they 
form a part. We were early in adopting it; 
we now see it to be a growing principle, 
which will be the rule in all churches when 
the grace of God shall rule all hearts, in 
answer to our prayer by life and lip, “Thy 
Kingdom Come.” 

(5) We recognize Christian baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper as the Scriptural 
ordinances of the Church. 

We do. The only difference in the ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Supper is the appar- 
ent frequency in the one body, and the ap- 
parent rarity in the other. 

On baptism, we apparently differ widely. 
But if we truly practice (3) there can be 
full agreement. Here the Disciple Church 
stands by its motto, which is, “Where the 
Scriptures speak, we speak; where they are 
silent, we are silent.” The Christian Church 
places as against this, “Christian Character 
Is the Test of Fellowship.” Ananias had 
been baptized, so had Simon Magus. It is 
plain that in both churches the real purpose 
is to give obedience to the Spirit of Jesus. 
Wording it differently, in the one Church 
the emphasis is placed upon obedience as a 
proof of Christian Character; in the other 
it is placed upon Christian Character as a 
proof of obedience. Surely this difference 
of emphasis cannot hide the fact, and it 
should not even obscure it, that each body 
is seeking to carry out, as it sees it, the 
will of God, in its observances of the ordi- 
nances of the Church. 

(6) We recognize that only Scriptural 
names should be used to designate the 
Church and followers of Christ, the name 
Christian being preferable, regretting that 
the present status uires the use of the 
terms Christian and Disciples of Christ to 


identify the members of these respective 
bodies. 


Both have this in common, that we are 
unwilling to use the unscriptural names. 
Both would like the name Christian, but so 
long as we are separate denominations, the 
official names must differ. This loyalty to 
Scriptural names means loyalty to Scrip- 
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tural thought. The word Christian is used 
in the New Testament twice in derision. 
But its use by Peter shows that it had been 
accepted by the disciples as a standard of 
conduct, or as a badge of honor, or at least 
as a test of worth. Our ambition to-day is 
to make it such a test of worth that to all 
honest people it can always be considered 
at par value. 

Disciples (disciple). This, with one ex- 
ception (Isa. 8:16) is a New Testament 
word. It is used in Matthew seventy times; 
in Acts thirty times. Both bodies prefer 
Scriptural names. The expression of regret 
was wholly expressed by the Disciple breth- 
ren. Surely this should be pleasing to those 
who have since they have a memory, felt a 
delight in the name under which they want- 
ed to be classed as followers of Jesus. 

(7) We stand firmly for, and advocate 
the union of the followers of Christ, 

This is the platform of both bodies, and 
has been so much so that many of the lead- 
ing men of each have steadily refused to 
be classed as a denomination. They claim 
the union is there all the time, and to ac- 
cept the idea that we are a denomination, 
is raising a barrier between us and other be- 
lievers of a different body. 

When the Christian Church has sought 
closer relationship on one or two occasions, 
the misfortune was that the leaders on both 
sides rushed into the idea of organic union, 
or against it, at once. The results demon- 
strated that the necessary spiritual oneness 
was, to say the least, not recognized by all. 
It might have been there, but not in force 
enough to be helpful. That spiritual union 
without organic union can exist is proved 
by the Christian Endeavor Society, and by 
the Sunday-schools, magnificent agencies 
for the spread of God’s kingdom. If we, as 
two bodies, practice the same spirit, we 
shall ourselves be one in Christ Jesus, and 
will hasten the open oneness of all. 


LET GEORGE TELL IT 





An Open Letter to the Knocker Family 





BY GEORGE SEE 


My Dear Mr. KNOcKER:—I have long 
been wishing to have a heart-to-heart talk 
with you, but I have hesitated to approach 
you because I have been afraid that instead 
of the greatly desired heart-to-heart talk 
our interview might prove to be more of the 
fist-to-face kind. You see, the business of 
knocking a knocker is rather a risky one. 
Most knockers show large capacity for 
knocking, but very small capacity for being 
knocked. Hence I approach you under the 
camouflage of an open letter. 

This open letter not only provides for my 
personal safety, but also makes it possible 
for me to address you in the plural. For 
really, Mr. Knocker, you are a numerous 
fellow. Your name is legion. You belong 
to both sexes and to all ages and races. Per- 
haps there’is some truth in the statement 
that the people of the world may be divided 
into two classes, knockers, and those who 
knock the knockers. So please bear in mind 
that in addressing you I am not forgetful 
of dear Mrs. K., nor of any of the. little 
knockers. In fact, I have in mind the whole 


family of high kickers, excluding only mules 
of the quadruped kind. 

To be perfectly frank with you, Mr. K., 
the world does not like you. You have made 
it your business to criticise, to find fault, 
to point out mistakes, to be a kind of ad- 
versary—a kind of accuser—of mankind. 
Your motto seems to be, “Wherever there is 
a head, hit it.” Your tool is the hammer. 
You have gained for yourself the reputa- 
tion of a chronic grumbler. It is not at all 
strange that the world should seek to over- 
come your influence. For this reason much 
is spoken and written against you. The 
International Harvester Company, for in- 
stance, is paying one of its men $10,000 a 
year for educational work, a part of which 
is to combat your influence. When I was 
in San Francisco, this gentleman gave me a 
card, which he evidently intended for you. 
(I hope I do not resemble you.) This card 
reads as follows: ° 

“When the Creator had made all the good 
things, there was still some dirty work to 
do, so He made the beasts and reptiles and 
poisonous insects, and when He had finished 
He had some scraps that were too bad to 
put into the Rattle Snake, the Hyena, the 
Scorpion, and the Skunk, so He put all these 
together, covered it with suspicion, wrapped 
it with jealousy, marked it with a yellow 
streak, and called it a KNOCKER. 

“This product was so fearful to contem- 
plate that He had to make something to 
counteract it, so He took a sunbeam and put 
in it the heart of a little child, the brain of 
a man, wrapped these in civic pride, covered 
it with brotherly love, gave it a mask of 
velvet and grasp of steel, and called it a 
BOOSTER; made him a lover of fields and 
flowers and manly sports, a believer in 
equality and justice, and ever since these 
two were, mortal man has had the privilege 
of choosing his associates.” 

This is pretty hard on you, Mr. K. I am 
sorry for you. But be not discouraged, I 
will be less severe with you. I am not criti- 
cising you for being a knocker, Iam finding 
fault with you for being a poor one, an un- 
skilful, unsuccessful one. I fear you have 
missed your calling. I fear you lack the 
clearness of mind, the warmth of heart, and 
the strength of arm to be a good knocker. 
It takes an artist, a genius, to be a construc- 
tive knocker, one who can bring things to 
pass, one who can destroy the bad and yet 
preserve the good and make room for the 
better. 

The world needs a lot of good knockers. 
It is just as important that certain things 
in the world should be knocked, as that oth- 
ers should be boosted. If you will call the 
roll of earth’s heroic men and women, you 
will find that a large per cent. were knock- 
ers. But men and women, you will find that 
a large per cent. were knockers. But all of 
them were good ones. Many of the great 
prophets, preachers, and statesmen were 
great knockers. Luther was a great knocker 
of ecclesiasticism; Wendell Phillips, of slav- 
ery, and Frances Willard, of the liquor traf- 
fic. Even Carrie Nation showed rare skill 
in the use of the hatchet. The world eager- 
ly builds monuments to its successful, con- 
structive knockers. But it treats with a 
just and withering contempt its pasuccess- 
ful, destructive ones. 

And so, my dear Mr. Knocker, I hope you 
will pardon me for saying again that I am 


afraid you have missed your calling. I do’ 


not believe you have the requisite character- 
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istics for the constructive critic. There is 
too much good in you to throw away. You 
would make an excellent booster, but I don’t 
believe that either you or I has sense 
enough to be good knockers. 

Please remember me kindly to Mrs. K., 
and all the little kickers. 

GEORGE SEE. 


WHEN COMPETITION IS FAIR 
BY REV. CHARLES STELZLE 


Never had a fair show? Some fellow in 
the shop always working against you? The 
foreman has it in for you? Too bad. But 
here—maybe they are more than half right. 
Possibly you’ve deserved all that came to 
you. Honestly—have you always given the 
other fellow a square deal? Perhaps so— 
but here’s a suggestion for you: Quit cod- 
dling yourself—it never helped a man to 
think that he was being terribly abused, 
whether he was right or wrong. 

You are quite welcome to all the notions 
that you can carry concerning social and 
economic reform—lI’ll not quarrel with you 
about these. You may talk about them and 
think about them all that you please. But 
won’t you remember this: No matter what 
the coming social system may be, it will be 
the personal equation that will determine 
the place that you are to occupy in the new 
dispensation. There will be pretty nearly 
the same struggle for places of power and 
influence, although the motive may be dif- 
ferent. It’s important then, isn’t it, to get 
ready for whatever may be coming down the 
pike in the new order of things. 

First of all, fit yourself, personally, to 
think clearly and definitely by cutting out 
every habit that befuddles your brain. 
Then equip yourself, by hard study, even 
though it involves great sacrifice, to master 
your own job in all of its details, doing it 
better than it has ever been done before. 
For it’s the chap who crowds over his pres- 
ent job that is most likely to pick the bigger 
one. This sort of thing will count so long 
as the world shall last. It is the kind of 
competition that will never be driven out 
by any social system. It is fundamental in 
the law of human progress. If any man 
tells you that there’s no need to enlarge your 
outlook, that there’s no necessity to become 
more proficient in your daily work, he’s 
either a fool or a liar; in any case, he’s a 
mighty unsafe leader. 


A WISE DECISION 


I have carefully noted the spirit and work 
of the Committee on Cooperation of the Dis- 
ciples and the Christians and fully believe 
they were led by the Holy Spirit to form a 
statement of agreement so in harmony with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ that all saved, 
consistent persons Will endorse. From my 
conversion I have believed in Christian 
union as prayed for by the Son of God, as 
is recorded in John seventeenth chapter, and 
during my ministry of more than fifty years 
have preached and tried to practice this 
“statement.” God moves and moves men, 
and He certainly has touched the gospel 
leaven which we trust will disseminate itself 
throughout the entire body of believers. 

H. J. DucKworru. 

Mt. Sterling, Ohio, April 12, 1918, 
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VIEW-POINT 


By Rev. P. H. Fleming, D. D., Pastor First Christian Church, Greensboro, N. C. 


IN FIVE CHAPTERS—CHAPTER TWO 


‘The word of our God shall stand forever.” —Isa. 40: 7. 


The hypotheses and conjectures of science 
may not, and in the present status of af- 
fairs, do not always concur; yet, there is no 
conflict between science and revelation; but 
there is and has been a conflict between 
some scientists and some divines. The pres- 
ent incompleteness of science is evidently 
a fruitful source of such a conflict. But 
let no scientist who is a Christian, and let 
no divine be disturbed by apparently in- 
surmountable difficulties, for in science and 
revelation there is no conflict, even though 
some scientists and some divines may dis- 
agree. 

Some seeming, insurmountable difficulties 
of the past have been removed and we have 
reason to believe that those of the present 
and of the future will be. “Have faith in 
God.” The trouble comes not between the 
two books—the Bible and Nature—which 
God has written, but between the interpre- 
ters of those two books. There is and must 
be harmony between the Bible and nature, 
since God is the Author of both. 


By harmony, we mean concord and agree- 
ment. The harmony between the Bible and 
science is perfect when and where truth is 
known and understood. “Science has its 
foundations; and so has religion. Let them 
unite their foundations, and the basis will 
be broader, and they will be two compart- 
ments of one great fabric reared to the 
glory of God.” 

Some Biblical interpreters err by reading 
into the Bible what it does not say and 
what is not there. And science has made 
and is making some declarations as truth 
which have not been certified. 


In chronology many people have been 
taught that from creation to the birth of 
Christ was exactly four thousand and four 
years. The Bible does not say that, and 
the dates given on the margin of our Bibles 
are no part of inspiration. The Bible says: 
“In the beginning, God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters” (Gen. 
1:1, 2). Time, as we know and measure 
it now, was unknown in the beginning. How 
long the time covered by the words in Gen. 
1: 1, 2, we do not know. Science undertakes 
to say, but science does not know. No one 
knows but God, and no one can ever know 
until God reveals it. There comes a time 
after a while as creation advances when we 
can begin to measure and count time as 
we count it now, but not so in the begin- 
ning. 

Some have been taught to regard all crea- 
tion as having been completed by God in six 
days of twenty-four hours each. But does 
the Bible say that each of those six days 
were just twenty-four hours long? I trow 
not. And it says, “And the evening and 
the morning were the first day,” or as a 
literal translation gives it, “And it was 
evening and it was morning, day one,” and 


thus it runs not only for day one, but for 
each of the other six days, as they in their 
succession come and go. The evening and 
the morning constituted a day. A day then 
was a period of darkness and a period of 
light. The number of hours in those days 
are stated. 

A day as we reckon it now is the time 
between the ending of one night and the be- 
ginning of the next; the period from dawn 
to dark; the twenty-four hours that elapse 
during one revolution of the earth upon its 
axis, so as to bring the sun, a star, or moon 
again over the same meridian. A day is 
also any period of time occupied by some 
course of operation of experience or of in- 
fluence. Our day now is twenty-four hours 
long, while Jupiter’s is only about ten. 


Creation day was a day, a period of time, 
an epoch, and though we may not know the 
exact length or duration of those six days— 
God’s six days—of creation, yet, we do know 
what God created in day one, two, three, 
four, five, and six, and we know that in 
six days God created the heavens and the 
earth and that He rested on the seventh day. 
Has the sun of that seventh day ever set? 
The six days of God’s creative work began 
and ended. The seventh day, the day of 
rest, began, but has it ever ended? The 
sacred narrative does not say that the even- 
ing and the morning were the seventh day, 
but says, “And.on the seventh day God end- 
ed His work which he had made; and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it; because that 
in it he rested from all his work which God 
created and made.” 


When we know and understand the truth 
of creation’s six days as recorded in the 
Bible, and when science shall ascertain and 
known the truth of creation as recorded in 
nature, there will be perfect harmony and 
agreement: for He who gave us the Bible 
created the heavens and the earth, and He 
created them in six days and rested on the 
seventh. 


In the next place, notice the word “creat- 
ed,” the Hebrew “bara.” This word is used 
exclusively of divine activity. It expresses 
the origination of the absolutely new. It 
means called into existence, and formed out 
of nothing. The word is first used three 
times in the first chapter of Genesis in ref- 
erence to distinct creative acts, and in each 
instance there is brought into existence 
something absolutely new. In each “bara” 
there was originated something that did not 
exist. In each of these three creations, 
boundaries are set and there is no evolving 
out of one creation into another creation. 

We find the word “bara” first in the first 
chapter of Genesis and in the first verse 
and in the first sentence. “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” All 
inanimate creation seems to have been in- 
cluded in the creation of “the heaven and 
the earth.” In the creation of the 


heaven and the earth, and from that 
time onward there is a bringing forth of 
order out of chaos, a development and the 
making of things in the heavens and in the 
earth; in day one, when day and night ap- 
peared; in day two, when the firmament 
appeared; in day three, when the earth and 
the seas appeared, and the earth brought 
forth grass, and herb yielding seed, after his 
kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed 
was in itself, after his kind; in day four, 
when the sun, moon, and stars appeared in 
the heaven, diviiing the day from the night 
and to be for signs and seasons and days 
and years. In all this the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the deep and upon 
the face of the waters and inanimate nature 
felt His touch and form and order came 
forth according to the Creator’s word, will, 
and purpose. In all this we see the hand 
of God working with and in the heavens 
and in the earth which He had created. 
There was a creation of inanimate things 
and by combines and changes and develop- 
ments through heat, moisture, light, con- 
tact, decay, and growth there may be, has 
been, and no doubt will be, great changes 
within the realm of inanimate things; but 
all developments and changes arg inanimate 
still. Inanimate creation has never passed 
from the inanimate into the animate realm. 


At the end of the fourth day of creation, 
the story of inanimate creation ends, so 
far as the sacred narrative is concerned; 
and when the fifth day opened the earth, 
air, and seas were ready for animal life. 
But earth, air, nor sea evolved animal life. 
Inanimate cannot produce animate. Life 
only can produce life. The earth, air, and 
sea were ready for life; but they could not 
produce life. Inanimate creation could not 
evolve or pass into animate creation. The 
boundaries were fixed by God and inani- 
mate’ must forever remain inanimate. God 
Himself did not attempt to bridge the 
chasm, but originated a new creation, ani- 
mal creation. Here we find the word “bara” 
—created—again. “And God created great 
whales, and every living creature that mov- 
eth, which the waters brought forth abun- 
dantly, after their kind, and every winged 
fowl after his kind; and God saw that it was 
good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.” 
“And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
the living creature after his kind, cattle, 
and creeping things, and beast of the earth 
after his kind: and it was so. And God 
made the beast of the earth after his kind, 
and the cattle after their kind, and every- 
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his 
kind: and God saw that it was géod.” This 
brings us to the end of the fifth day of 
creation. ' 


In the realm of animate creation there 
may have been, and there may be great 
and wonderful changes, advancements, re- 
trogressions, and developments,, but they 
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must forever remain in the realm of ani- 
mate creation. Animate creation can never 
pass from the realm of the animate into the 
realm of the spiritual. If it were possible 
for a man to evolve from a water-squirting 
molusk or a monkey or a gorilla, such a 
creature, though you might call it a man, 
and though its toes, its claws, and its bodily 
outline might resemble a man’s ever so 
much, yet, it would lack the one element, the 
spiritual, which constitutes a man, a man. 
Spiritual life is not in the animal creation 
as such, and animate creation cannot pro- 
duce a man. 

Man in his physical being may belong to 
the animal creation; and in his bodily com- 
position he does belong to the animate crea- 
tion, but neither the one nor the other, nor 
both combined, constitutes him a man. God 
constituted a man, a man. And so when the 
sixth day of creation dawned, we find the 
word “bara” again; and God brings a new 
creation into existence. “And God said, Let 
us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness.” “So God created man in his own 
image; in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them.” 





MEMORIES 
BY ELIZA L. BROWN 


Back to the shadowy past to-day 

Memory wanders far away— 

I see my father, with thoughtful brow, 
And smile which brightened his face, just 


now, 

As he rode his steed by the meadow land 
And bro’t thence lilies in his hand;— 

Or by the stream, in the sweet spring air 
He gathered the hawthorne blossoms fair, 
And gave to the children, with joy elate, 
Who waited for him at the old farm gate. 


Again in the orchard in bloom, I stand 
’Mid apple trees planted by his hand, 

And by their beauty am overcome. 

Then thought leads up to the heavenly home, 
Where we wish to go, for father is there, 
And mother; so many we loved so well 
Have gone to that beautiful realm to dwell. 


O life! you have given so much of love, 
To lead our souls earth’s cares above; 
And earthly parents to typefy 

The heavenly Father beyond our sky. 


Daytona Beach, Florida. 


THE BUDGET SYSTEM OF CHURCH 
FINANCE 


Where did the Church get the reputation 
of being a beggar? From her practice of 
passing the collection plate wherever people 
assemble to do her honor. Every organ- 
ization of the Church proceeds to seek its 
own dole. No business corporation would 
tolerate such financial methods and schemes 
as afflict the Church of God on every hand. 


The budget system of church finance is 
a movement for unified, rather than divided, 
giving. Its advantages are many and its 
introduction growing. The budget system 
calls for a strong financial committee, com- 
posed of three or more from the church, and 
one from each auxiliary organization. A 
conference of this committee settles the 
amount to be raised for every purpose and 
the amount each organization shall be allow- 
ed to expend. An every-member canvass is 
made. Envelopes are furnished each sub- 
scriber, who pays once a week either at 
church, if over twelve years, or at the Sun- 





day-school, if under twelve. All money goes 
to the church treasurer. All bills are paid 
by properly-signed drafts on him, he being 
careful to allow no account to be overdrawn. 
This is the manner in which a corporation 
conducts its business. It works wherever 
it has been tried. 

But what about the special campaigns? 
They are permissible, but only after the 
Finance Committee has approved. This, 
too, is businesslike. It will keep the beg- 
gars and unworthy out, just as a business 
corporation excludes beggars and solicitor? 
from its grounds. The causes permitted to 
present their claims then have special en- 
dorsement and are assured of success for 
their appeal, here again answering to the 
proper conduct of a business firm as when 
it decides to sell bonds to increase its capital 
or extend its interests. The budget system 
ought not to displace special appeals, but it 
should result in their limitation. 


WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES? 


1. It will magnify the Church as the cen- 
ter of things, which it is. 

2. It will enable the auxiliaries to devote 
themselves to the real purposes for which 
they exist. 

3. It will equitably distribute the burden 
(if it can be styled burden) of supporting 
the church. 

4. It will keep the various enterprises in 
due and becoming proportion finangjally rel- 
ative to each other. 

5. It will remove the idea that the church 
is a beggar. 

6. It will relieve us of the necessity of 
“taking a collection” and present us the op- 
portunity of “making an offering” to the 
Lord on the Sabbath. 

7. It will furnish a splendid opportunity 
to educate all in the solemn and blessed ob- 
ligations of Christian stewardship. 


A FINAL WORD 


Don’t be too radical in your introduction 
of it. Give notice a year in advance that 
the plan is under consideration. Then begin 
by placing one or two auxiliary organiza- 
tions only on the budget basis, even in those 
instances securing their consent. If it works 
well with those, then add others gradually 
till all are in. The Woman’s Societies will 
be hardest to convince, but they, too, will 
eventually come in and be glad of it. 


W. A. HARPER. 


TIP-TOE PREACHING 
BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Two Singers Came to Camp 


Each sang about the same songs. Many 
of them the very same. The first singer 
left camp very much disappointed because 
the boys did not seem to appreciate her 
singing as much as she liked. In fact, her 
efforts were very disappointing, notwith- 
standing the fact that she had a very won- 
derful voice, and her selection of songs was 
of the best popular sort. She lacked the 
heart appeal to the audience to which she 
sang so beautifully. 

The second singer carried the soldier 
audience by storm, not only by her voice 
—which was fine—nor only by the songs 
she sang. But I was at one side of the 
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platform and noted that in her earnestness 
—yes, eagerness—to get her message of 
song to the boys that she was literally on 
tip-toe half the time. She radiated her ear- 
nestness from the top of her head and her 
shining eyes to the soles of her feet and the 
tips of her toes. 

She sang often in the softest, most mel- 
low tones in which there was the silence of 
death before the storm of approval that 
followed. But whether she sang softly and 
sweetly or whether her voice rang out in 
utter abandon of time and place—yet al- 
ways she sang on tip-toe—in that yearning, 
appealing attitude so full of soul that souls 
responded. 


Two Preachers Came to Camp 


One preached a wonderful sermon full 
of spiritual truth and intellectual food for 
thought. I{ would have been welcomed in 
the pulpit of any great evangelical church 
in America. But there were no results 
among the soldier boys. It lacked heart and 
warmth. The preacher kept his facts with 
his feet on solid ground and I enjoyed it, 
but the soldiers were bored and left him by 
scores until he did not have half an audi- 
ence. 

The sermon of the other preacher was not 
half as good in material or in intellectual 
or spiritual insight. In fact, the next morn- 
ing one of the army chaplains told me that 
he would not like to see in print such a 
common sort of talk and call it a sermon. It 
‘was rather weak in logic and in spiritual 
discernment. But it got the boys and led 
literally hundreds of them to confess Christ. 
Why? He preached with the deepest heart 
earnestness and longing for the lives of the 
men before him. He was possessed with a 
passion which put his soul on tip-toe in his 
anxiety to lead men to God. And they felt 
it and they responded to that appeal. 


Moral 


Some preachers who read this will not 
get the point. They will be going in for 
more gestures and more noise. I do not 
mean noise. I do not mean gesture. Dr. 
Dixon says that some preachers are like 
barrels, the more “holler” they are the more 
they “holler.” An empty barrel gives forth 
the most sound. 

Edwin Booth was once asked by a minis- 
ter how he had such an effect on an audi- 
ence. “Why,” said the preacher, “you are 
dealing with imaginary things and every- 
body knows it and I am dealing with the 
eternal verities of life and yet I do not get 
anything like the response that you do.” 
And the great tragedian replied: The rea- 
son is that I speak of unreal things as if 
they were real and you speak of real things 
as if they were unreal.” 

And that is often true. 

Lord give us more deep, earnest, heart- 
searching, tip-toe preachers! 


As the result of a new process, the French 
have produced a light waterproof fabric 
from cork. A chemical bath removes the 
resinous part of the thinly-sliced cork, and 
when the substance has been rolled into a 
thin sheet, it is tough and flexible. Upon 
combining this leathery sheet with light, 
strong cloth, an excellent rainproof material 
is secure.—Exchange. 
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PROBLEMS 


Compiled and Arranged by Carl Theodore Wettstein, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


With much pain I read in THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY, of May 3, an article under 
the title, “Is the Child Only an Animal?” 
I think such articles will not do any good 
for children. Therefore I will give in the 
following articles the opinions of prominent 
scientists on Darwinism, Atheism, etc. 

Some time ago the following appeared in 
a prominent journal: 


“ANTIQUITY OF THE RACE” 


Little by little the scientific world fs get- 
ting new light on the antiquity of the hu- 
man race. When traces of man, as he was 
believed to have existed during the glacial 
age, were found at Neanderthal, in South 
Germany, some fifty years ago, it was be- 
lieved the limit of discovery had been reach- 
ed; but in recent years other remarkable 
finds have been made in southwest France, 
in Belgium, in Croatia, and in the Island of 
Jersey, which confirm the evidence that the 
early human type did not vary much in 
physical essentials from the modern man. 
As it becomes more and more apparent that 
the human frame, and even the skull, has 
undergone little change since those remote 
centuries—reckoned by the scientists to be 
from 200,000 to 500,000 years ago—the over- 
throw of the outworn “evolution” theory, 
once so confidently promulgated, becomes 
complete. Up to the present time all dis- 
coveries, dealing with men’s antiquity, have 
disclosed nothing of the brute. As far as 
science has been able to teach, man has al- 
ways been man—rude, primitive, strong, but 
—man; as the old Bible says he came from 
the hand of the Creator. 

For people who are interested in this sub- 
ject, it may be of interest to see what some 
of the great men of the world have to say 
on this subject. These words were collected 
during the last fifty years from reliable 
sources. 


With much interest I read in the Christian 
Advocate of February 5th, an editorial, “A 
Scientist on Darwinism,” which commences 
as follows: 


At a recent session of the Naturalist So- 
ciety, held in the Zoological Building of the 
University of Pennsylvania, Dr. T. H. Mor- 
gan, a distinguished scientist of Columbia 
University, New York, utters the following 
warning: “We are teaching too much on 
the subject of Evolution and Comparative 
Anatomy. The result has been that the 
young student loses his faith in God and 
theology. This tendency is very prevalent 
in the Western Universities. It is time to 
call a halt in our emphasis upon the theory 
of Evolution. We must remember its sole 
foundation is in comparative anatomy and 
that the data which forms its basis is ques- 
tionable.” 

The writer has a large compilation of 
opinions of the great scientists of the world 
on Darwin’s evolution theory, collected since 
forty years. The above editorial induces 
him to make a selection for the Christian 
Advocate, trusting that the reader, in par- 
ticular the young men, will be benefited by 
the perusal of these quotations: 


L. J. R. Agassiz—“The American Hum- 
boldt,” as he was called; Professor of Geol- 
ogy at Cambridge: 

With the fact of the identity of the pow- 
ers of nature with God’s creative thoughts, 
materialism, this comfortless doctrine, that 
wants to derive all the miracles of the uni- 
verse from the laws and powers of matter, 
is in flagrant contradiction. The phantastic 
theories of a Lamarck and other evolution- 
ists will also wreck on these facts. 


Agassiz once said: “The more I study na- 
ture, the more I am strengthened in my 


faith in God.” A scholar of Agassiz said: 
“He never omitted a suitable opportunity 
for illustrating, often with beaming face and 
profound emotion, the traces of the divine 
handiwork in the visible universe.” 


DARWIN AND CHRISTIANITY * 
BY LADY HOPE 


It was one of those glorious autumn after- 
noons that we sometimes enjoy in England, 
when I was asked to go in and sit with the 
well-known professor, Charles Darwin. He 
was almost bedridden for some months be- 
fore he died. I used to feel when I saw 
him that his fine presence would make a 
grand picture for our Royal Academy; but 
never did I think so more strongly than on 
this particular occasion, 

He was sitting up in bed, wearing a soft 
embroidered dressing gown of rather a rich 
purple shade. 

Propped up by pillows, he was gazing out 
on a far-stretching scene of woods and corn- 
fields, which glowed in the light of one of 
those marvelous sunsets which are the beau- 
ty of Kent and Surrey. His noble forehead 
and fine features seemed to be lit up with 
pleasure as I entered the room. 

He waved his hand toward the window as 
he pointed out the scene beyond, while in the 
other hand he held an open Bible, which he 
was always studying. 

“What are you reading now?” I asked, as 
I seated myself by his bedside. 

“Hebrews.” he answered—“still Hebrews. 
‘The Royal Book,’ I call it. Isn’t it grand?” 
Then placing his finger on certain passages, 
he commented on them. 

I made some allusion to the strong opin- 
ions expressed by many persons on the his- 
tory of the Creation, its grandeur, and then 
their treatment of the earlier chapters of 
the Book of Genesis. 

He seemed greatly distressed, his fingers 
twitched nervously, and a look of agony 
came over his face as he said: 

“I was a young man with unformed ideas. 
I threw out queries, suggestions, wondering 
all the time over everything; and to my as- 
tonishment the ideas took like wildfire. Peo- 
ple made a religion of them.” 


Then he paused, and after a few more 
sentences on “the holiness of God” and “the 
grandeur of this Book,” looking at the Bible 
which he was holding tenderly all the time, 
he suddenly said: 


“T have a summer house in the garden, 
which holds about thirty people. It is over 
there,” pointing through the open window. 
“I want you very much to speak there. I 
know you read the Bible in the villages. To- 
morrow afternoon I should like the servants 
on the place, some tenants, and a few of the 
neighbors to gather there. Will you speak 
to them?” 

“What shall I speak about?” I asked. 

“Christ Jesus!” he replied in a clear, em- 
phatic voice, adding in a lower tone, “and 
His salvation. Is not that the best theme? 
And then I want you to sing some hymns 
with them. You lead on your small instru- 
ment, do you not?” 


The wonderful look of brightness and ani- 
mation on his face as he said this I shall 
never forget, for he added: 

“If you take the meeting at three o’clock 
this window will be open, and you will know 
that I am joining in with the singing.” 

How I wished that I could have made a 
picture of the fine old man and his beautiful 
surroundings on that memorable day! 


* The above was written for The Watchman- 
Examiner, at the request of its editor, by Lady Hope, 
who at the Northfield School related the above per- 
sonal reminiscence of the distinguished naturalist. As 
in the case of Romanes and John Stuart Hill, Dar- 
win could not, even in his supreme absorption in 
scientific studies, let go his hold on the eternal verities 
which alone can satisfy the deepest needs of the soul. 
Making due allowance for the subjective coloring that 
is apt to be given such reminiscences, it will prove 
to be more than unusually interesting to many of our 
readers. It is a pity, and a great loss to the Christian 
religion, that so many eminent scientists and natural- 
ists do not confess their religious faith (save in a way 
that creates doubt) more openly and heartily.—Epitor. 


F. R. A. Chateaubriand, French author 
and statesman, in “The Genius of Chris- 
tianity.” 


All the arguments which pretend to dem- 
onstrate the antiquity of the earth may be 
contested. 


Thomas Carlyle (In a newspaper article) : 


It is a pitiful sight to see a generation of 
men and women who want to be refined, and 
yet are so nearsighted that they cannot find 
a God in the universe. But I believe that 
this deplorable condition is only a reaction 
of the hypocrisy and the forms with which 
they want to subdue the longing of the heart 
after true religion. 

Has it come to that? Everything origi- 
nated from the spawn of frogs? The gospel 
of primitive matter, of mire, is the order of 
the day. I, for my part, the older I°get— 
and I stand now at the brink of eternity— 
must think of that passage in my catechism 
which I learned when a child, and whose 
meaning constantly grows plainer to me: 
Question: For what was man created? An- 
swer: To glorify God and to rejoice with 
Him in eternity. 


Sir J. William Dawson, LL. D., F. R. S., 
F. G. S., ete., ete., says: 


Evolution is not and cannot be an efficient 
cause of anything, nor can it explain the 
origin of anything. 

Dr. Drisch, German scientist: 


Darwinism has been nothing but a credu- 
lously accepted illusion. 

For enlightened people, Darwinism has 
long been dead. 

The complete bankruptcy of the Darwin- 
ian theory of decadence is without a doubt. 

Darwinism belongs to history as that oth- 
er curiosity of our century, the Hegelian 
philosophy. These two systems are varia- 
tions on the same theme—how to lead about 
a whole generation by its-noise. They are 
not precisely of a nature to elevate our time 
in the eyes of posterity. 


Dr. Etheridge, fossilologist of the British 
Museum, says: 


Nine-tenths of the talk of evolutionists is 
sheer nonsense. This museum is full of 
proofs of the utter falsity of their views. 

Dr. Goette, professor of zoology at the 
University of Strasburg, published in the 
“Umschau,” a natural history of Darwin- 
ism, which he depicts as having passed 
through four stages of development, namely: 

1. The beginning when it was received 
with great enthusiasm. 

The period in which it flourished and 
found general acceptance. 
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8. The period of transition and sober 
second thought when its principles and 
teachings were called into question. 

4. The final period upon which the scien- 
tific world has just entered, and when its 
days will soon be numbered, while the germ 
of truth it contained will become a perma- 
nent possession of modern science. 


Professor Dr. Hiis, Privy Counselor in 
Leipzig, on “Haeckel’s World Riddle:” 


Haeckel has himself, by the nature of his 
combat, renounced all rights to the consid- 
eration of being an honest naturalist. 


Dr. E. Dennert, naturalist, ingan article 
on “Post-Darwinian Doctrine of Descent,” 
says: 


The very fact that, since Darwin’s day, 
men like Wagner, Nageli, Wiegand, and oth- 
ers, have written books on the origin of 
species, offering new theories, shows how 
little Darwin’s explanation is now accepted. 
Professor Elmer, of Tuebingen, in his “Or- 
thogenesis of Butterflies,” 1897, finds that 
the view of Darwin is at the most one of 
many factors in the problem. The Profes- 
sor of Paleontology in the University of Er- 
langen has utterly rejected the Darwinian 
TReerys es 

Very radical men have renounced this 
cer Boelsche, a writer in the Socialist 
Monthly, says science can tell us practically 
nothing about man, while another writer in 
the same magazine, Dr. Gratterwitz, says: 
“The theory of Darwin, based on chance, 
cannot be regarded as anything but a 
myth.” 

Carl Ernest von Baer, one of the great 
naturalists of the nineteenth century, pro- 
fessor of anatomy and zoology in St. Peters- 
burg: ‘ 

I have tried to destroy the theory of Dar- 
win in its foundation. It is impossible for 
me to believe it. I have tried to show the 
weaknesses and errors in the theory. The 
younger generation will live to see the ques- 
tion of transformation of animals answered 
only as a theory, as it was treated centuries 
ago. 

Dubois Reymond, professor of physiology 
at the University of Berlin, refers to the 
book of A. Wiegand, and says: 


The Darwinistic intoxication has vanished. 


Dr. Steinmann, professor in Frieburg: 


The times have ceased long ago when 
Darwin’s theories were considered Alpha 
and Omega of the evolution doctrine. 

Dr. Alfred E. Brehm, naturalist, closed 
his lecture on monkeys in Milwaukee by 
saying: 

Now you ask me, “Is man descended from 


the ape?” To this I must answer, “Man re- 
mains man and ape remains ape.” 


Dr. Drisch, German scientist: 


Darwinism has been nothing but a credu- 
lously accepted illusion. 


F. E. Ormsby, professor at the United 
States Astronomical University: 


There was never a falser theory than the 
evolution theory. 


Alexander V. Humboldt: 


What I disliked on Strauss (well-known 
rationalistic Bible critic) is the natural 
frivolousness by which he found no difficul- 
ties in the origin of the organic from the 
inorganic—yes, the formation of man out of 
chaldaic primitive atoms. 


Dr. E. von Bomhard, prominent German 
philologist: 

From what do these men of nature build 
their system? From atoms and their con- 


nections and nature. But what is an atom? 
A thing that cannot be discovered by the 


strongest microscope, a theory, nothing else. 
How from the armadillos a mountain can 
grow, we can understand, but how from 
atoms—things that only exist in imagina- 
tion—a world can go forth is inconceivable. 


F. T. Buckland, Zoologist and Inspector- 
General of the British Fish Hatcheries: 


Lately the evolution, or self-developing 
theory, has gained followers, but I have too 
much faith in the common sense and natural 
sagacity of my country men as that I could 
believe in a long existence of this theory. 
To be free and open, I will here confess, 
that I firmly believe that the great Creator 
of the world, as the Scriptures tell us, has 
created all things good and perfect, from 
the beginning. 


MORE EVOLUTION 


To the Editor of The Sentinel: 


A few days ago there appeared in The 
Sentinel a communication: “Favors the 
Study of Evolution,” by M. L. Why any 
intelligent man, in our days, should favor 
the study of a theory, which the great scien- 
tists of modern times pronounce as “laugh- 
able,” “a total failure,” etc., I can’t under- 
stand. For the benefit of Mr. M. L. I will 
here give a few opinions of the greatest 
scientists of modern times. 


Professor Boveri, rector of the Univer- 
sity of Wurtzburg: 


Darwinism was the omnipotent magic for- 
mula*by which all adaptations were to be ex- 
plained. This solution, like the egg of 
Columbus, seemed so simple that every one 
was astonished that he had not arrived him- 
self at the same brilliant discovery. How- 
ever, from the moment one attempted to 
test the Darwinian theory in a particular 
organic arrangement, its insufficiency could 
not long be concealed. 


B., in Milwaukee Sentinel: 


To the young upstart in science who has 
had his mind perverted to such an extent 
that he can account for anything in nature 
upon five minutes’ notice, it must be an eye- 
opener to find that his pet theories about the 
descent or ascent of man is questioned and 
even seriously questioned by some of the 
greatest scientists of the present time and 
of the last half century. This will, un- 
doubtedly, have the effect of creating just 
doubt enough to lead to a careful and crit- 
ical study of the subject. Nothing has ever 
been so painful to me as to be compelled to 
listen to some of these upstarts giving what 
they call proofs of their particular brand 
of evolution. In a court of justice no jury 
would convict a man on any charge on evi- 
dence as weak as that these chaps call 
proofs. Every man, whether scientist or 
not, believes in some measure of evolution, 
but all scientists do not believe in the Dar- 
winian principle. When scientists shall be 
able to agree among themselves as to the rel- 
ative weights to be attached to natural 
selection, environment, the internal factors 
and other factors, it will be time enough to 
talk dogmatically. And let it be remem- 
bered that the burden of proof is on those 
who propose the theory and it is they alone 
who are justly liable to be rushed in where 
imponderable spirits are afraid of breaking 
through. The proposer of a theory must 
make good his claim and the rest of us are 
= to our circus while he is trying to 

o it. 


M. E. Chevreuil, Professor of Applied 
Chemistry in the Museum of Natural His- 
tory in France: 


If the atheists, the infidels, accuse the be- 
lievers in a God that they embrace an opin- 
ion which they cannot prove, then the 
former should be kind enough to prove to 
me that their theory is right. Before I can 
accept the theory of the atheists, they must 
show me that they have discovered some- 
thing better than the hope of a Christian 
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with which he can comfort a mother at the 
death of her son, or can help the unfortu- 
nate, or can encourage the criminal that re- 


pents. 

Will they ever be able to prove to me that 
I am descended from an ape? I, the son of 
a gorilla? Never! 


William Jennings Bryan (in his lecture, 
“The Prince of Peace’) : 


I object to the theory (Darwinism) for 
several reasons. First, it is a dangerous 
theory. If a man links himself in genera- 
tions with the monkey, it then becomes an 
important question whether he is going to- 
ward him. or coming from him, and I have 
seen them going in both directions. I do not 
know of any argument that can be used to 
prove that man is an improved monkey that 
may not be used just as well to prove that 
the monkey is a degenerate man, and the 
latter theory is more plausible than the 
former. 

Fairbairn, in his “Philosophy of Chris- 
tianity,” lays down a sound proposition 
when he says that it is not sufficient to ex- 
plain man as an animal; that it is necessary 
to explain man in history—and the Darwin- 
ian theory does not do this. The ape, ac- 
cording to this theory, is older than man, 
and yet the ape is still an ape, while man is 
the author of the marvelous civilization 
which we see about us. 

One does not escape from mystery, how- 
ever, by accepting this theory, for it does not 
explain the origin of life. When the follow- 
er of Darwin has traced the germ of life 
back to the lowest form in which it appears 
—and to follow him one must exercise more 
faith than religion calls for—he finds that 
scientists differ. Those who reject the idea 
of creation are divided into two schools— 
some believing that the first germ of life 
came from another planet, and others hold- 
ing that it was the result of spontaneous 
generation. Each school answers the argu- 
ments advanced by the other, and as they 
cannot agree with each other, I am not com- 
pelled to agree with either. 


Go back as far as we may, we cannot 
escape from the creative act, and it is just 
as easy for me to believe that God created 
man as he is as to believe that, millions of 
years ago, He created a germ of life and en- 
dowed it with power to develop until more 
conclusive proof is produced, because I fear 
we shall lose the consciousness of God’s 
presence in our daily life, if we must accept 
the theory that through all the ages no 
spiritual force has touched the life of man 
or shaped the destiny of nations. 

But there is another objection. The Dar- 
winian theory represents man as reaching 
his present perfection by the operation of 
the law of hate—the merciless law by which 
the strong crowd out and kill off the weak. 
If this is the law of our development, then, 
if there is any logic that can bend the human 
mind, we shall turn backward toward the 
beast in proportion as we substitute the law 
of love. I prefer to believe that love rather 
than hatred is the law of development, How 
can hatred be the law of development when 
nations have advanced in proportion as they 
have departed from that law and adopted 
the law of love? 


Professor Chwolson, eminent physicist 
of St. Petersburg, on Haeckel’s “World 
Riddle:” 

All that Haeckel explains and affirms con- 
cerning questions of physics is false, and 


shows an ignorance of the most elementary 
problems, which is hardly believable. 


When we build a house, we take into ac- 
count that a storm may strike it. When a 
man builds his character he needs to remem- 
ber that all days are not glorious with sun- 
shine and summer zephyrs. He will have 
“to stand the storm,” and be strong enough 
to meet it—Church Advocate. 
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THE STORY OF A LAWYER 


By Rev. C. A. Tillinghast, Providence, R. I. 


“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
—Luke 10: 25-37. 


Lawyers are those educated in the law 
and authorized to teach it. Their office was 
both ecclesiastical and civil. Church and 
state were one and their offices identical. 
This “certain lawyer,” with the true instinct 
of his profession, began to ask questions. 
Not every one gets at the matter so quickly 
or makes a query so sensible and so vital. 

“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Whether his object was to test or entangle 
is not clear, but at all events he had met 
his match, both in knowledge and tact. With 
consummate skill, Christ turns the question 
upon him: “You are versed in the law; how 
readest thou?” He was up in the letter, if 
not in the spirit, and answered promptly, 
quoting the essence of both tables of the 
Mosaic code and giving the same summary 
that Christ Himself gave on another occa- 
sion: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
sweated and thy neighbor as thyself.” He had 
spoken the all-inclusive word. He who loves 
God and man need not fear about his inheri- 
tance. He holds the title deed of earth and 
heaven. “Love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
How easily it carries into effect every re- 
quirement of the Decalogue! “God is love,” 
so love is the very essence of the divine 
nature, and he who has it is God’s child and 
heir to the inheritance of “eternal life.” So 
we are to infer from Christ’s rejoinder, 
“This do, and thou shalt live.’ This do— 
you have answered rightly—now do as well 
as you know and you are safe. 

“Between said and done 
A long race may be run,” 
and many a life goes to wreck by the way. 
If only men would do as well as they know, 
they would soon come to know all that is 
necessary to be known. Love and “thou 
shalt live.” But thou must love. Love is 
not the soft, maudlin thing we too often 
imagine. It is more than a sentiment. It 
is the principal thing—the most intensive, 
active principle of the universe. It com- 
mands all the forces of the universe. When 
it speaks, “nor life, nor death, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers can hinder 
the performance. 
“Love—what a volume in a word, an ocean 
in a tear, 
A seventh heaven in a glance, a whirlwind 
in a sigh, 
The lightning in a touch, 4 millennium in a 
moment! 
The word, the king of words, carved on Je- 
hovah’s heart!” 

He who truly loves is filled with the essen- 
tian essence of deity. But you must “love 
with all the heart”—the supreme affections 
—and with all the soul”—the spiritual es- 
sence, the will, the mystic sovereign we call 
I—the very roots of our being must lay 
hold upon God—“and with all the mind”’— 
the understanding must be faithfully in- 
formed; knowledge must not be dodged lest 
it reveal cross duties. You must love the 
truth, “and with all thy strength,” into all 
these acts of your nature you are to throw 
utmost energy—‘“and thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” This do and thou shalt live.” Here 


hangs “all the law and the prophets”—here 
hang the issues of eternity. Eternal life 
is not alone quantity of years, but quality 
of being as well. Everlastingness without 
God, who is love, is the perpetuation of 
death. “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, the only true God.” The soul 
is immortal and capable of endless growth. 
It never reaches a point where it can say: 
“IT can know no more, I can love no more.” 
Bring it into harmony with God and it 
thrills with inexpressible joy forever. This 
is eternal life—“a perfect organization in 
correspondence with a perfect environ- 
ment”—a living, loving, obedient knowledge 
of “our Father.” 


“Who is my neighbor?” (Verse 29). It 
would puzzle many of us to tell. So little 
do we concern ourselves about who lives in 
the next yard that we hardly know whether 
they are Jews or Gentiles or Samaritans. 
Often we leave them to languish and die 
where they have fallen among thieves and 
robbers, unconscious of their existence. 
“Who?” How often we raise questions in 
order to “justify” our neglect, if not to mys- 
tify our understanding, lest we see too 
clearly! The meaning of the Hebrew word 
for neighbor here quoted from Lev. 19: 18 
is “acquaintance, friend;” that of the Greek 
in the text is, first, “one near,’’ one who 
lives in your vicinity; second, “a fellow,” 
one of like nature, a fellow man. The de- 
gree of obligation involved in the definitions 
each must determine for himself, but the 
fundamental thought, as brought out in the 
parable is, we are to love and help every one 
with whom we are brought in contact—the 
one whom we meet by chance. Opportunity 
is God’s call to duty. Poor priest! Poor 
Levite! They missed their chance, and so 
brought upon themselves immortal shame. 
Beware thou do not likewise. 


The allegorical meaning read into this 
parable by Chrysostom, Trench, and others, 
which makes the traveler represent fallen 
man, the priest, and the Levite, the law and 
the sacrifices, powerless to save, the Samar- 
itan, Christ the great Physician, the inn, 
the Church, etc.—these have a suggestive 
interest, but there is no reason to think that 
Christ had any other object in it than the 
simple answering of the lawyer’s question. 


It was a pertinent question. When he 
came where the man was that fell among 
thieves, he saw him—he had compassion on 
him—bound up his wounds—poured in oil 
and wine—put him on his own beast—took 
care of him—did simply what the Spirit of 
Christ prompts every man to do. Exercised 
good-will to him. Did what every good man 
would do to every other man—what would 
save the world. “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good-will toward 
men.” That is the spirit that would save 
men. Has that spirit come to Palestine? 
It is inspiring to think that for the first 
time in hundreds of years this land of 
Christ’s birth has fallen into the hands of 
Christian men—“that the way down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho” is safe from thieves 
and robbers. 
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How hard for men to learn that the only 
road to life and happiness is the road of 
“peace on earth, good-will toward men!” 
The “noble family of Europe” thinks that 
happiness comes in, making servants of the 
world. The whole earth is in turmoil over 
this false effort. Surely there can be no 
peace until this false idea is abandoned. 
We thought that this idea had been prac- 
tically given up in theory, if men were not 
willing to yield the practice, but we know 
now that Germany proposes to rule the 
world—tq make all other nations her serv- 
ants, to help her on to increased power and 
material greatness. There can be no peace 
until this idea is abandoned. Some day 
the dawn of a real peace and joy will come, 
but not until men come to learn that real 
happiness is in serving rather than in being 
served. 

“Went down from Jerusalem”—when we 
go “down from Jerusalem” we are certain 
to get into trouble. There is no way down 
from God’s altar that does not lead through 
“deep ravines infested with robbers.” It is 
always a “bloody way” (as Jerome called 
this way to Jericho), the pass of the “read- 
haired men” (Arabs?) of violence. Don’t 
go down. “Half-dead”—stripped and wound- 
ed, he was neither dead nor alive. So spir- 
itual robbers leave us. We cannot die, and 
without God we do not live. ‘“Half-dead”’— 
could any condition be more pitiable? If 
there could be any end to the consequent 
misery of sin, would it be more tolerable 
to bear? Does the power to die disprove 
the right to grieve? Or do the instincts 
of our nature choose continued existence, 
even at the expense of endless pain, rather 
than annihilation? What a tenacious and 
intense thing the ego is! “Our nature is 
keyed, not to the temporal, but to the 
spiritual. 

“A certain priest....and a Levite passed 
by on the other side.” No doubt they were 
faithful in their calling—absorbed, it may 
be, in schemes for improving the temple 
service, and for the good of their country 
men. So easy it is to become swallowed up 
in theory and forget practice! And how 
about our business and our pleasures that 
so occupy our time that we forget the “sub- 
merged tenth” which is groaning and bleed- 
ing and starving down in the ragged ravines 
of sin and poverty? “Let him that is with- 
out sin cast the first stone” at the priest 
and the Levite. And often we have not 
half the excuse for hurrying on that they 
had, for there was probably real danger in 
their stopping to help. “But a certain Sa- 
maritan....had compassion.” The Samar- 
itan had only the Pentateuch. Better half 
a Bible with a right heart than the law and 
the prophets without—heart without head 
than head without heart. Some of our Sal- 
vation Army workers are not very correct 
in their exegesis, but they know how to in- 
terpret human misery and pour in the “oil 
and wine.” May be Christ is using them 
to give point and pith to a parable in con- 
trast with the priests and Levites of our 
day. Not every Samaritan is a heretic. 

“Bound up his wounds,” etc.—with his 
own hands. Personal service is what the 
world needs. Hand must touch hand and 
heart must touch heart. When you go to 
men yourself, pour “oil and wine” into the 
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wounds of the body and on the bruises of 
the heart with your own hand, and from 
‘ your own cruise; set them to ride on your 
beast while you walk beside them, and di- 
vide the contents of your purse with them; 
you will soon revive them and bring them 
to an inn. 

“Which of these three. ...was neighbor?” 
You know. Then go and do likewise. 


I SHALL NOT FORGET YOUR FAITH! 


BY ETHEL E. KERR 
In memory of my brothe?, Gosseth M. Kerr, 
who died December 26, 1917 


As I sit by my window dreaming, 
Of the past and my childhood fun, 
I can see your hazel eyes gleaming 
In ere, at some mischief you had 
one. 


Oh, the sunny hours we spent together in 


play, 
While in the meadow or by the brook we 
did roam; 
Yes, those happy times I shall remember 


way 
*Though you’ve been called away to your 
heavenly home. 


How happy you were when one day you 
were given, 
A priceless gift, your baby with pretty 
blue eyes; 
’Though you were called from her, soon, to 
go to heaven, 
I know you are watching your loved ones 
from the skies. 


I shall ne’er forget your laughing face, 
And your faith in God, dear brother; 

Shall be a message full of His grace, 
And I shall pray to have no other, 


Than the true God, whom you did always 
ove 
And I shall ever strive to be happy and 


gay; 
And whate’er my lot I shall look above, 
As you did, to drive my cares and sorrows 
away. 


Troy, Ohio, R. D. No. 8. 


ee 


WITH THE MASTER IN COMMAND 
BY MISS MINNIE LOHR 


Self-willed service is always unfruitful. 
It always comes to naught. It is only Christ- 
directed service which bears fruit, and then 
brings forth the “more fruit” our Lord de- 
sires. We know it, we have proved it, we 
have had to come back to it, again and 
again. It would seem one lesson would be 
enough to teach us the uselessness of any 
human laid plan, in divine service. But 
how quickly we forget. We go on laying 
beautiful plans, and seeing in imagination, 
great results. When we try working out 
those plans, however, we see them fall to 
pieces and see barren results. Again we 
are set to work for the Master in a way we 
do not know. We only have light for one 
step ahead. We take that step and there is 
light given for the next, the next, and the 
next, until we see a plan more beautiful, a 
work more complete than any human mind 
could possibly plan, or any human hand 
could execute. 

Peter learned the folly of self-directed 
service, and the other disciples learned the 
folly of depending upon human leadership 
that night when Peter resolved to go back 
to his old occupation. The sin was not in 
fishing. In the days before Jesus had come 
into their lives it was all right. But the 
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Master had called them from that work to a 
greater one. They had left all to follow 
Him, and their work now, their Christ-ap- 
pointed work, was fishing for men. The sin 
was in going back. Taking the downward 
step, instead of pressing onward and up- 
ward, was wrong. There should be no 
backward or downward steps by Christ’s 
followers. 

All night they toiled, but the result was 
“nothing.” It always is, when we turn from 
the Christ-appointed way to a way of our 
own choosing. When the morning came, 
bringing Jesus with it, when He took com- 
mand and the disciples obeyed, how different 
the result! Obedience to the Master always 
always means success. It was the result 
which followed their obedience to His com- 
mand by which they knew Him. It was that 
which led the disciple who had been in 
closest touch with Him, to exclaim, “It is 
the Lord!” 

When we faithfully serve where He says, 
and do what He says, there is not a day but 
we, because of some special blessing, are 
compelled to say, “It is the Lord.” We see 
His hand in each event of our lives. 

The Master reveals His nearness to His 
obedient followers. He makes plain that He 
is staying them up, and helping in the work 
He has called them to. When we act in 
self-will, disobediently choosing and plan- 
ning our own service, Jesus leaves us to 
ourselves. When we yield to the Master’s 
will, when we obediently serve where, in the 
way He directs, our Lord not only keeps 
His hand upon the work, but He also keeps 
it upon the worker. 


When the Master calls from one work 
to another, when He leads to higher ground, 
when He admits us to the “inner circle,” 
it is sin to return to the old plane. We 
are to reach down to help others up, but our 
feet must never stand upon a lower plane 
than the highest elevation we have attained. 
The Christian’s course is ever upward, on 
and on, higher and higher, until the “pearly 
doors, resplendent,” swing open to admit 
us to the land of endless day, when we shall 
stand faultless before the throne. 

“Up,” “on,” “into” are the Christian’s 
words. It is up toward Zion. The children 
entered into Canaan. It is on to victory. 
The little words are the ones which mean 
most. If we let the Master lead and choose 
the way for us, we will be up and doing. 
We will, through His name, press on from 
one victory to another, until we enter into 
the joy of the Lord. 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 


POISON BULLETS 


The world has been horrified at the dis- 
closures the war has brought of German 
ingenuity in killing devices. 

Poisonous gases, floods of flame, 
bombs, startled the world. 

But the most destructive to life of all 
these barbarous inventions are the dum-dum 
bullets, the explosive bullets, and last of all 
glass bullets, that burst into a thousand 
pieces, spreading widely and, because trane- 
parent, impossible to be located by the X. 
Ray. 

But a still more deadly bullet is to be 
mentioned—the poison bullet. 


gas 
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Each bullet contains a deadly poison, a 
heart and nerve poison, a poison that even 
in small doses depresses the heart, lessens 
the lung power, blunts mental and moral 
sensibility, impairs the eyesight, and weak- 
ens the whole body. 

A dum-dum bullet may deprive a man of 
an arm or an ear, a leg, or a nose, or may 
kill him outright. But these poison bullets 
never fail to hit the heart and to fasten dis- 
ease upon it, angina pectoris, “heart block,” 
and the condition known as irresistible 
heart or soldier’s heart. 

Besides, the poison bullet wounds the 
mind and character. 

And every poison bullet finds its mark. 

Other bullets seldom hit. 

Perhaps not one in a million of all the 
missiles sent by rifles and machine guns 
reaches a living target; but every poison 
bullet hits its mark. 

The lead bullets are fired from the front. 

The poison bullets come from the rear. 

The soldier can protect himself from the 
explosive bullets by keeping under cover in 
the trenches, but trench or barricade af- 
fords no protection against poison bullets. 

Volleys of poison bullets are fired*ig the 
trenches, in the camp, in the barracks, and 
at close range, and the soldier doesn’t know 
he is being fired at and is off his guard. 

And worst of all the poison bullets are 
fired by the soldier’s friends, his wife, his 
sweetheart, women’s clubs, and patriotic 
citizens who don’t realize what they are 
doing. 

They are even fired by the soldier who 
thinks he is enjoying himself when he is 
shooting bullets into his heart and commit- 
ting suicide. The poison bullet is THE 
CIGARETTE. L. S. 





[And yet how many of our people have 
been fooled into giving aid to our enemies 
by flooding our camps with tobacco, cigar- 
ettes, etc. Indeed, it is hard to get some 
people to see danger. May God help His 
people to stop the shooting of these poisoned 
bullets—tobacco, cigarettes, whiskey, ete.— 
EDITOR. ] 


DAYS LOST AND WON 
BY DONALD P. HURLBURT 

Count that day wasted in which trivial 
tasks engross the mind and occupy the hands 
to the neglect of the real duty; in which 
toiling for a living causes one to forget to 
work for life; in which no deed of kindness 
brings a rainbow; in which self-interest 
blinds the eyes so that the world-vision is 
obscured; in which pleasure-seeking absorbs 
one until true happiness is lost; in which 
prayer is forgotten in the rush and ruck 
of mere things; in which one fails to realize 
the presence and constant comradeship of 
the Master. Count that a true day, truly 
lived, in which duty is paramount; in which 
real progress in life is made; in which kind 
deeds irradiate the atmosphere with sun- 
shine; in which the world-vision. is the in- 
spiration moment by moment for each task, 
no matter how burdensome; in which is 
found self-forgetfulness for the sake of 
others; in which the spirit of prayer is the 
exordium, the theme, and the conclusion; 
in which one is constantly conscious of the 
presence and approval of the Christ Im- 
manuel. 

Cuttingsville, Vermont. 
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GETTING THE MISSIONARY VISION 


By Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 


The glory of our Christ was the great- 
ness of His vision. That which was an ap- 
palling and an impossible task to others was 
but a glad opportunity to Him. When He 
saw the multitudes impotent, unsaved, poor, 
hungry, maimed, and needy, it never occur- 
red to Him that the task of their salvation 
was overwhelming and impossible. Here 
was His opportunity, “The fields are white 
unto the harvest,” was His cry, as He look- 
ed over the seething, surging, unsaved mul- 
titudes. 

The great task overwhelms, appals, and 
prevents the man without vision; it serves 
as a challenge and a stimulus to the man 
with a vision. “Where there is no vision 
the people perish,” says the Word. The 
reason why we of the Christian name and 
denomination haven’t missionaries in Af- 
rica, India, China, and more of them, with 
better equipment, in Japan and Porto Rico, 
is not because we are a small denomination 
and could not. Nay verily, a thousand 
times “Nay. It is because we have had no 
missionary vision and would not. I call the 
Word of God and the promise of Lord 
Christ to witness that it is sheer nonsense 
and gross sacrilege to say that we have not 
sent out and supported more missionaries 
because we are a small and a weak denomi- 
nation. In the name of all truth and in the 
light of all revelation, 1 declare that we are 
small and weak because we have not sent 
out more missionaries. 

The one fatal blunder with us has been 
that we have been looking at our weakness 
instead of looking at our Savior’s strength. 
We have read the great commission as if 
it said,**When you are numerous or strong 
or big enough, go ye into all the world and 
preach my gospel to every creature.” 

I wish we might read that great commis- 
sion till we get the full force of it. Hear 
it as the divine One uttered it: “All power 
is given unto me,...... therefore, go ye and 
disciple all the nations.” We have been 
waiting to get the power (through numbers, 
wealth, denominational prestige), while 
Christ said nothing about ouR having the 
power. The power was not ours, but His. 
We are to make disciples of all the nations, 
not in the power of our strength and num- 
bers, but in and through and by the power 
of the Son of God. 

I am not surprised that our Church inter- 
ests lag and drag and shrivel and wane in 
many quarters. Christ is not with us. He 
promised to be with us on a condition, and 
we have not fulfilled that condition. “Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end,” 
was made conditional by the Son of God. 
What is that condition? Well, it is a condi- 
tion which we have not met. Here it is, “Go 
ye into all the world.” That was the one 
and sole condition of His blessed presence. 
Jesus Christ has been waiting more than a 
hundred years for us as a denomination to 
meet that condition, and we have not met 
it. Is it any wonder that we are small and 
weak and go limping laboriously to our 
task? 

That which has rejoiced my heart while 
I have been engaged the past seven months 


in raising a hundred thousand dollars for 
missions has not been the fact of the incom- 
ing dollars and the increasing liberality of 
our people; but it has been the realization 
of the fact that the people amongst whom 
I am laboring are catching a vision of the 
world’s need and a realization of the vast 
and inviting opportunity that looms large 
before us. That which seemed to us over- 
whelming, too large, impossible, now seems 
to us inviting, easy, gloriously, and divinely 
possible. 


There are now 219 churches composing 
the seven conferences of the Southern Chris- 
tian Convention. These churches have an 
aggregate membership of 24,587. Since last 
September, as occasion would permit, I have 
been privileged to visit and preach on the 
subject of missions in thirty-three of these 
219 churches, and the 33 churches visited 
have an aggregate membership of 6,706. I 
have not taken a single public offering or 
begged any congregation or individual. In 
one or two days of. the week following the 
Sunday on which I preached in a church, 
I visited a few of the members of the 
church. I feel sure not five per cent. of any 
congregation was visited. And yet this 
small per cent. of the membership of the 
thirty-three churches visited have pledged 
themselves with bona fide notes to pay with- 
in the next five years, in equal annual in- 
stallment, the sum of $71,400.00; and dur- 
ing these seven months individuals have 
handed or sent me for missions more than 
an average of a thousand dollars a month 
in cash. That is to say, a few people of 
fourteen and one-half per cent. of the 
churches, which churches comprise about 
twenty-five per cent. of the aggregate mem- 
bership of the churches of our Convention 
have subscribed $71,400.00. Even if a few 
can be visited in each of the remaining 
eighty-five and one-half per cent. of our 
churches and that few would give as those 
visited have given, the sum total of our 
pledges would be $285,600.00. (If the esti- 
mate is put on the basis of the churches and 
not on membership, the sum would be even 
seven times, instead of four times, as large 
as the present sum.) 


It is safe to say, and I am fully convinced 
that the people of the Southern Christian 
Convention can give $300,000.00 for mis- 
sions in equal annual installments for the 
next five years and none of those not yet 
seen would have to give any more liberally 
in proportion to their means than those have 
given who have been visited. There is ab- 
solutely no reason, as the facts and figures 
prove, why if three men had been working 
among our churches in the South instead of 
one, our subscription would not now total 
three times what it does, and could in that 
event have been carried to. $300,000.00, as 
easily as it will be carried, God willing, to 
$100,000. 


In brief, if matters continue to the end as 
now and heretofore obtain, when the Field 
Secretary reaches the $100,000.00 goal, if 
it please God he may reach it, he will not 
have covered more than one-third of the ter- 
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ritory, nor visited more than one-third of 
the available wealth, nor enlisted more than 
one-third of the total available resources. 

Brethren and beloved, it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall be, nor can do, as a 
Church and as a people until we catch a 
vision of the world’s need, fling ourselves on 
God’s resources, and make our resources 
available for His work of world-wide re- 
demption. Oh, my brethren, how long be- 
fore we shall wake up and enter in! 


THE BIBLE AND THE SPADE 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


It would be difficult to conceive of any- 
thing more wonderful than the coming for- 
ward in recent years of evidence buried for 
ages and revealing history that vindicates 
the claims of the Bible against infidel at- 
tacks. These archaeological discoveries 
touch the Biblical narratives at so many 
points, referring to countries, cities, rulers, 
and events mentioned upon the sacred pages, 
that intelligent skepticism is impossible as 
to the fact that, as a writer has said, the 
Scriptural authors “generally either had 
very clear first-hand knowledge of the 
events which they recorded or else showed 
remarkable wisdom in the selection of the 
authorities upon which they depended for 
their facts.” 

Even with regard to the earliest books of 
the Bible, as Professor Naville says, there 
are very many items which could only have 
come from a clear knowledge of contem- 
poraneous Egyptian customs. 

The distinguished Egyptologist Brugsch 
said that any one must be blind who fails 
to recognize the light shed upon the Bible 
by the researches of antiquarians in Egypt. 

The later historical books of the Scrip- 
tures have so much that is corroborated by 
archaeology, in a number of instances the 
spade upturning the very names with which 
the Bible has made us familiar and con- 
cerning which infidels had long found fault, 
that this unexpected evidence for the truth 
of the Bible can be considered as scarcely 
less than providential. For instance the 
existence of such a country as Edom was 
denied, the Biblical references to it being 
termed by infidels mere inventions until 
Professor Sayce discovered the name of 
Edom on one of the cuneiform tablets. The 
existence, too, of such a people as the Hit- 
tites was denied until the Biblical references 
found corroboration in the monuments. 


The subject of archaeology is a fascinating 
one, and so much has been written by such 
men as Sayce, Naville, Rawlinson, Coburn, 
and many others to show its bearing upon 
the Scriptures that every person who comes 
in contact with skeptics will find himself 
well repaid, both because of the pleasure to 
be derived from the study and the equip- 
ment that will result, if he familiarizes him- 
self with the writings of at least one of the 
above-named archaeologists. In fact, no in- 


_ telligent Christian should neglect a subject 


that throws so much light upon the Bible 
and helps to the understanding of the cus- 
toms of the peoples of Biblical times as does 
archaeology. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——On April 18th the House defeated the 
proposed increase of wheat to $2.50 per 
bushel by a vote of 167 to 98. 


——Dry organizations have been formed 
to work for State-wide prohibition in nine- 
ty Minneapolis factories and shops. 





A recent proclamation issued by 
President Wilson places German and Aus- 
trian women in the United States under the 
same restrictions as have prevailed for male 
enemy aliens. 





Contracts have been let by the U. S. 
Government for the manufacture of 3,500,- 
000 pairs of metallic fastened field shoes for 
the army overseas, and for the manufacture 
of 2,000,000 pairs of field welt shoes. 





Orders for 100,000 freight and coal 
cars to cost about $300,000,000 have been 
placed by The Federal Railroad Adminis- 
tration. These cars are needed to meet the 
present equipment demands of the railroads. 


——Returns from local option elections 
held recently in New York State show 
that the “drys” won in twenty towns and 
the “wets” in nineteen. The “wets” won 
in all the large towns except in Bingham- 
ton. 


—The Minnesota Safety Commission 
has passed an order providing that only 
teachers who are citizens of the United 
States may be employed in the University 
and Public, Private, Parochial, and Normal 
Schools. 





leading educators of the Negro race, who is 
professor in Fisk University, Nashville, has 
been appointed Director of Negro Econom- 
ics in the Department of Labor at Wash- 
ington. 


A movement is being pushed by The 
International Reform Bureau to place the 
Ten Commandments in letters large enough 
to be read easily by the passer-by in a con- 
spicuous place in schoolrooms, factories, 
and courts of America. 








Airplane goggles made by a German 
firm in this country and extensively used in 
the American air service are a menace to the 
flier and have been banished from the avia- 
tion school at San Diego, following an in- 
vestigation made by Major John P. Mitchel, 
former mayor of New York. 


——Wisconsin has recently come into pos- 
session of two state parks of much historical 
interest, as well of great natural beauty. 
One includes Trempealean Mountain and 
the site where Perrot, the explorer, 
passed the winter of 1689. The other 
includes six hundred acres of woodland 
around Manitou Falls in the Black River. 





Chicago, the Windy City, is trim- 
ming her sails and will accept Prohibition 
without a struggle. It is estimated that 
1,000 Chicago saloons will quit business 
next week. War conditions and the spread 
of thrift teachings are given as the cause. 
Chicago had 7,000 saloons a year ago and 
after this week the number will have dimin- 
ished to 5,000. 


Dr. George E. Haynes, one of the - 


——tThe reports of The Southern Cotton 
Association show that southern farmers are 
planting sufficient foodstuff to make them 
independent of all outside purchases. 


‘——Bolo Pasha, convicted as a traitor to 
France, was shot April 17, at a spot re- 
served for the execution of traitors to 
France, in the forest of Vincennes, just out- 
side of Paris. 





The Government Departments hav- 
ing to do with overseas transportation have 
created a port terminal and harbor im- 
provement commission to be put in charge 
of all port facilities. Its aim will be to 
link the railroads and shipping lines that 
unnecessary deliveries will be eliminated. 





Reorganization of the paper industry 
of the United States to put it on a war con- 
servation basis is planned by the govern- 
ment. Curtailment of certain less essential 
paper manufacturies is said to be more than 
probable. One of the chief purposes is to 
conserve materials for newsprint paper, the 
publication of news being recognized as one 
essential of the war. 





Our land is now confronted with the 
problem of “Church Unity” which is not a 
mere theory, but an actual fact, as the num- 
ber of ministers are decreasing due to their 
engaging as chaplains in the army and navy 
and to the vast number doing Y. M. C. A. 
work. What is to be the basis of the pro- 
posed coalitions? Where will the line be 
drawn? And who will take it upon himself 
to define the metes and bounds? 


—In London, horses are dying almost 
as fast as flies. The principle causes are 
overwork and semi-starvation, but cruelty 
helps a great deal. The whole problem of 
poor Dobbin has excited so much pity that 
the Government is being asked to increase 
the ration for the horse and also to help im- 
prove his living conditions. The Govern- 
ment is planning to ration horses used for 
farming purposes at ten pounds of feeding 
stuff a day. 


— —Governor Cox has proclaimed Sun- 
day, May 12th, as Mothers’ Day and ear- 
nestly requests all people of the State of 
Ohio to join in its observance. ‘The Sabbath 
Schools and churches are urged to hold ap- 
propriate exercises. He also requests the 
flag of the country to be properly displayed 
in honor of patriotic women who have giv- 
en their sons for freedom. Let every one 
wear a white carnation or his mother’s fav- 
orite flower, and dedicate the day to thought 
of her who loved him first. 


——James W. Gerard, former Ambassa- 
dor to Germany, at an opening of a Y. M. 
C. A. hut for soldiers and sailors in Wash- 
ington, says: “President Wilson should be 
given all the power needed to prosecute the 
war.” Mr. Gerard also says: “America 
now makes the same threat toward the 
Kaiser that the Kaiser made toward Amer- 
ica when he received me at his Potsdam 
Palace in October, 1915.” “Force must be 
met with force and autocracy must be met 
with autocracy.” Great praise was given 
the work of the Y. M. C. A. by Mr. Gerard. 


——M. Gukovsky, Russian Minister of 
Finance, reports that the Russian Govern- 
ment is in desperate financial straits. The 
income for the first six months of the year 
will amount to less than ten per cent. of 
the expenditures. The railroads are carry- 
ing seventy per cent. less freight than last 
year, and the cost of operations per mile 
has increased more than nine hundred per 
cent. 


——Charles M. Schwab, one of the great 
steel men of the world, has been appointed 
Director-General of the Emergency Fleet 
Corporation by the President. On taking 
up his work Mr. Schwab pleaded for “a 
spirit of praise and not one of faultfinding.” 
He senses the greatness of his undertaking. 
“It is a fearful job I have taken and must 
be expanded by encouragement.” He further 
says, “Those men who are so ready to criti- 
cize public officials should take this to heart. 
Faultfinding never bettered any situation. 
The way to have men do their best is to ap 
preciate them.” 


——A dispatch from Louisville says that 
Kentucky distilleries, with a maximum out- 
put of 192,000 bushels of cornmeal or rye 
flour a day, are ready to begin grinding food 
for the folks at home, while white flour goes 
to the allies and American soldiers at the 
front. This shows that it is not a difficult 
matter to turn distilleries into legitimate 
business. No confiscation of property was 
made when Uncle Sam stopped the manu- 
facture of whiskey for beverage purposes. 
These distilleries are soon changed into go- 
ing concerns which are a blessing and not a 
curse to humanity. 


—According to reports from New York 
cotton has dropped eight dollars a bale, the 
break being attributed chiefly to renewed 
reports of price fixing in the cotton goods 
trade. It is thought that this will have lit- 
tle or no effect upon the prices of cotton 
goods, which at retail are steadily mount- 
ing. The old-fashioned “hickory shirt” that 
used to sell for fifty cents now brings one 
dollar. It must be trying to overtake its 
aristocratic brother, the silk shirt. But 
high prices defeat themselves in the end un- 
less there is a real reason for them. If, 
however, that kind of thing continues long, 
Uncle Sam will have to step in and mark 
cotton goods “at their real worth, one price, 
plain figures.” 


——Federal authorities are trying to 
stop a chain letter started two years ago 
and still bringing returns at the rate of 
$50.00 a day to an organization which 
sought funds for a special American hos- 
pital in France for the treatment of per- 
sons wounded in face or jaw. According 
to the secret service officials the chain let- 
ter was sent out in 1915, each recipient 
being asked to contribute twenty-five cents 
and send a copy of the communication to six 
friends. The Red Cross gave its support by 
agreeing to provide $2,000 for each $1,000 
subscribed in this manner. The hospital 
has long since been established and needs no 
more money, but letters at the rate of 200 
a day are still being received, which the 
post-office is returning to their senders. 
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The Federal Council. Have 
you made your offering? 
OTTAWA RIVER 
CHURCH, OF WHICH 
REV. W. D. SAMUEL, 
D. D., IS PASTOR, RE- 
MITTED $5.86 FOR 
rHE FEDERAL COUN- 
‘TL. 
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@ 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL FUND 
ry Read the report of the month’s re- 


mittance for the Federal Council. 
It was FORTY-EIGHT DOLLARS 
AND TWENTY-SIX CENTS. Af- 
ter the expense of the Call was met, 
there was $8.20 to remit to the Fed- 
eral Council treasury on our apportionment. 
Shall we blush together 
Or blame the other fellow? 

My brethren, this ought not so to be. It 
is embarrassing and humiliating in the ex- 
treme. The same conditions prevail each 
recurring year, and I have been necessitated 
to urge insistently that we meet our obliga- 
tion to this line of the Kingdom work. Bet- 
ter we should terminate our membership 
than to embarrass ourselves in this way. 


SOME ARE INTERESTED 


Some of our brethren are deeply 
interested in the Federal Council, 
and we shall yet meet our appor- 
tionment. Please read the Sign- 
post first, and then the following 
letters. There are others like them, 
but these will represent the unpublished 
ones. We have not space for all the let- 
ters which indicate the interest some have 
in this line of Christian activity. 


KEENE, N. H. 
April 25, 1918. 








Rev. F. G. Coffin, 
Albany, N. Y. 
My Dear Sir:—Please find check for 
$5.00, in aid of Federal Council. 
Very sincerely, 
ELGIN A. JONES. 





AKERSVILLE, PA., 
April 23, 1918. 
Dear BroTHER:—Find enclosed check for 
one dollar for the Federal Council fund. 
This is to be to the credit of Buck Valley 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENT ION 


OFFICIAL DEPARTMENTS AT WORK 
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Christian church. I presented the cause 
last Sunday, and will continue to do the 
same at the rest of the churches that are 
under my care, as soon as possible. 
Fraternally yours, 


Lewis A. DUVALL. 





BRUNSWICK, Mo., 


April 26, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

My Dear BROTHER BURNETT:—Inclosed 
you will please find $1.00 for the Federal 
Council. I did not get to my appointment 
this month on account of the storm, but 
will ask the people for an offering when I 
see them. 

Very truly, 
CARTER DEWEESE. 





CONFERENCE NOTICES 


The following-named conferences have 
not yet reported to me the time and place 
of their meeting for 1918: 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
New York Northern 
Southwestern West Virginia 
Western Pennsylvania 
West Virginia 
Kentucky District Number One 
Western Michigan and Northern 
Indiana 
North Fork Illinois 
Western Osage 
Southwestern Iowa 
Nebraska 
Western Washington 
Eastern Virginia 
Eastern North Carolina 
Eastern Atlantic 
North Carolina 
I am sorry they have not, but hope to 


have their reports at once. 


YES, MY BROTHER, YOU ARE RIGHT : 


Yes, my brother, you are right. You gen- 
erally are. You say in your letter that you 
are for the Christian Church. Well, that’s 
right, I am sure. It has come to pass that 
most men are for the Christian Church or 
for her principles. You say that the preach- 
ers of your conference do not take the col- 
lections. Well, that’s right, too. I do not 
mean to say that it is right for them not 
to take the collections, but that your state- 
ment is right, that they do not. You say 
that your churches are able, and that they 
can raise any amount of money they want 
to when it is put up to them in the right 
way. Well, you are right in that I am sure. 
I know your churches, and your people, and 
I know they can do very much more than 
they do, and that it would be good for them 
to do more. You say that ministers say to 
their congregations that it wasn’t the great 
amount they wanted over there, but it was 
just to show that they were interested. Yes, 
I have heard the same things said, too, and 
while it is the aggregation of the small 
gifts that counts most, oftentimes such 
statements are made in a way to invite peo- 
ple to give nickels, when they should give 
dollars. You say you have had some knocks 
and some slurs when you have worked for 
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the collections. Well, that’s right, too. The 
best fruit trees always have the most clubs 
under them. I am sure that the knocks 
and the slurs have not discouraged you in 
any way, nor made your temper less sweet, 
nor your service less efficient. You say that 
you are going to keep right on doing all you 
can for the church, and that you are going 
to take the collections. Well, in these you 
are quite right, I am sure, so that you are 
right in all you have said, and in all you 
purpose to do. I thank you for your kindly 
mention of myself, and will try to be worthy 
of your confidence and respect, and wish for 
you, all that you have so kindly wished for 
me. 

Now I must tell my readers that the 
above sayings were taken from a letter re- 
ceived from Meta, Missouri, signed William 
R. Seaton. Brother Seaton is a man of 
years and mature thought, and knows the 
value of church finance and organization, 
and all he says about the offerings is cor- 
rect, and if only our preachers would give 
their churches an opportunity they would 
be surprised at the result. 


CONFERENCE MEETINGS 





SEPTEMBER 


Michigan—Meets at Middleton, Mich., Wed- 
f nesday, September 4, at 7:30 p. m.; Presi- 
dent, Rev. S. W. Potter, Elkhart, Ind.; Sec- 
retary, Rev. John C. Soule, Romeo, Mich.; 
Church Clerk, Nettie Naldret, Middleton, 
Mich.; Pastor, Rev. J. W. Yantis, Middleton, 
Mich. 


Western Illinois—Meets at Olive church, 
Thursday, September 5, at 2: 00 p. m.; Pres- 
ident A. L. Wingate, Avon, IIll.; Secretary, 
Flora Orwig, Marietta, Ill.; Church Clerk, 
J. M. Hendrix, Avon, Ill.; Pastor, Rev. J. W. 
Maxwell, Avon, Ill. 


Indiana Miami Reserve—Meets at Pikes Peak 
church, Monday, September 9, at 7: 30 p. m.; 
President, Rev. William Cunningham, Alex- 
andria, Ind.; Secretary, Rev. Bruce Moun- 
sey, Alexandria, Ind.; Church Clerk, George 
Miller, Yorktown, Ind., R: D.; Pastor, Rev. 
William Cunningham, Alexandria, Ind. 


People’s Colored—Meets at Xenia, Ohio, Mon- 
day, September 16,:at 8: 30 a. m.; President, 
ev. Wm. illiams, 916 E. Second St. 
Xenia, Ohio; Secretary, ‘ Honaker, 
Xenia, Ohio, R. D.; Church Clerk, Mrs. Jane 
Andrews, Xenia, Ohio; Pastor, Rev. James 
Ware, 814 E. Market St., Xenia, Ohio. 


Des Moines—Meets at Hill of Zion church, 
Wednesday, September 18; President, Dr. 
L. E. Follansbee, Des Moines, Iowa; Sec- 
retary, Leonard White, Afton, Iowa; 
Church Clerk, A. S. Lynn, Orient, Iowa; 
Pastor, Rev. D. M. Helfenstein, Orient, Ia. 


Northern Illinois—Meets at Washington 
Grove church, Thursday, September 19, at 
10:00 a. m.; President, W. 8. Sanford, Ash- 


ton, Ill.; Secretary, Mrs. Mollie Iler, Mt. 
Morris, Ill.; Pastor, Rev. Fremont McCague, 
Ashton, Ill 


Kentucky District Namber Two—Meets at 
Barretts Creek church, Thursday, Septem- 
ber 19, at 2:00 p. m.; President, Rev. F. M. 
Thomas, Stinson, Ky.; Secretary, Rev. G. 


W. E. Wolford, "Leon, Ky.; Church Clerk, 
W. N. Crank, Fontana, Ky.; Pastor, Rev. 
G. W. Renfroe, Ashland, Ky. 





TIME AND PLACE NOT YET DETERMINED 


Maine—President, Rev. J. ¥ Reynolds New- 
pees Maine; Secretary, E. Wilson, Al- 
ion, Maine. 











May 9, 1918 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for May 19, 1918 





JESUS EXERCISING KINGLY 
AUTHORITY 


Mark 11: 15-18; 17-33 





Time—Sunday to Tuesday, April 2-4, A. 
D. 30: 

Places—Bethany, Mt. of Olives, Jerusa- 
lem. 

Golden Text—All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth— 
Matt. 28: 18. 

Devotional Readings—Rev. 5: 9-14; 7:9- 
12. 
Additional Material for Teachers—Matt. 
21: 12-27; Luke 19: 45-20: 8. Compare John 
2: 13-17; John 12: 12-15. 

Primary Topic—Jesus Riding Into the 
City. 

Lesson Material—Mark 11: 1-10. 

Memory Verse—Hosanna; Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.—Mark 
tis: 

Junior Topic—The Triumphal Entry. 

Lesson Material—Same as Primary. 

Memory Verse—Same as Primary. 

Intermediate Topic—Jesus and the Tem- 
ple. 

Additional Material—Luke 2: 22-38; John 
2: 18-17. 

Senior and Adult Topic—Christ the Lord 
of Our Lives. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, May 183—The Triumphal Entry. 
Mark 11: 1-11. 

Tuesday, May 14—Jesus Exercising King- 
ly Authority. Mark 11: 12: 26. 

Wednesday, May 15—Opposers Silenced. 
—Mark 11: 27-33. 

Thursday, May 16—First Cleansing of 
the Temple. John 2: 13-22. 

Friday, May 17—Christ’s Kingliness. Ps. 
45: 1-11. 

Saturday, May 18—The Coming of the 
King. Zech. 9: 9-17. 

Sunday, May 19—God’s Temples. 
3: 16-23. 


1 Cor. 





Comments 
I. THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY. Vs. 1-11. 


We here begin the study of Jesus’ last 
experiences before His crucifixion. 

V. 1. And when they drew nigh unto 
Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany— 
The road that Jesus traveled was probably 
that which winds around the southern slope 
of the Mount of Olives. Bethphage was a 
village, or possibly a district on the Mount 
of Olives, and near Bethany. Bethany was 
a village on the eastern slope of the Mount 
of Olives, now a poor Moslem village of 
about forty houses, known as “the place of 
Lazarus,” a little less than two miles east 
of Jerusalem. This was the home of Mary 
and Martha and their brother, Lazarus, 
where Jesus went to spend the nights after 
the busy, trying days in Jerusalem, in the 
week before His crucifixion. 
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V. 2. In the village that is over against 
you—Opposite you, perhaps across the val- 
ley from where they stood—possibly Beth- 
phage. Whereon no man ever yet sat—i. e., 
a colt that had not been ridden. 

V. 3. The Lord—i. e., Jesus. Will send 
him back thither—A promise to return the 
colt. anil 

V. 8. Spread their garments upon the 
way and others branches—Thus making a 
sort of carpet for Him to ride over. The 
garments were their outer cloaks. 

V. 9. Hosanna—A Hebrew word mean- 
ing “save now,” therefore a prayer to God 
to save, either Israel or to be favorable to 
Jesus, whom they meant to recognize as 
Messiah. Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord—Also a prayer for God’s 
blessings upon him that comes in the Lord’s 
name, 7. e., as God’s representative. 

V. 10. Blessed is the kingdom that com- 
eth—A prayer for the blessings on the com- 
ing kingdom, or reign of the Messiah, in 
the highest, in heaven, that is, where God 
dwells, who is to save. By the triumphal 
entry Jesus announces Himself to be Mes- 
siah. Hitherto He had avoided making pub- 
lic announcement of His Messiahship, mak- 
ing it known only to the disciples who were 
prepared for it by their intimate acquaint- 
ance with Him and His teachings, by their 
sympathy with His doctrine, and by their 
devotion to Him. To have made such an- 
nouncement earlier would have misrepre- 
sented Him and His mission, for they would 
have thought only of their preconceived and 
false notion of Him, so He must change 
their conception in a measure before they 
were prepared to understand Him as the 
true Messiah. But now as His death was 
drawing nigh, it was necessary for Him to 
make public His Messiahship, that they 
might understand that the true Messiah was 
not seeking political power, leadership, or 
autocratic domination, but that spiritual 
aims and purposes claim the allegiance of 
men and he was indeed the Messiah whom 
they expected. 


II. CLEANSING THE TEMPLE. Vs. 15-18. 


V. 15. And he entered into the temple— 
The center of Jewish worship, where all 
sacrifices were offered, and where priests 
were continually in attendance, performing 
the rites and ceremonies required by the 
Levitical law. Them that sold and them 
that bought—In the great court of the Gen- 
tiles, so called because the Gentiles were not 
allowed to proceed beyond it into the inner 
parts of the temple, and the things bought 
and sold were animals for sacrifice. Over- 
threw the tables of the money changers— 
The temple tax was required to be paid 
with Jewish money and as Jews came from 
many nations to attend the feasts, it was 
necessary that somewhere they should be 
able to exchange money of other nations for 
Jewish coins. Doves—For sacrifice. 


V. 16. Carry a vessel through the temple 
—Probably the people made the court of 
the Gentiles a short cut from one part of 
the city to another. 

V.17. A houge of prayer for all nations 
—Not for Jews only, but, as the very name, 
“Court of the Gentiles,” might have sug- 
gested, for Gentiles too. Den or robbers— 
The word “robbers” suggests that those who 
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carried on the trade made extortionate prof- 
its. But apart from this the fact of carry- 
ing on trade itself in the temple court de- 
stroyed its sanctity as a place of worship. 
Very suggestive as to the effects of pink 
teas, oyster suppers, church fairs, etc., etc., 
for the purpose of enticing the devil to pay 
the dues of church members and tends to 
cheapen Christian giving and educate the 
church to become dependent upon the world 
for support. Such a course robs God, robs 
the Christian of the opportunity to culti- 
vate liberality and sacrifice and securalizes 
the church. Christ was against it and the 
Christian can find no worthier example to 
follow or better teacher on the subject. 
V. 18. The chief priests—Very likely 
they had been interested in the profits of 
the traffic; it certainly could not have gone 
on without their consent. The reason would 
apply to the modern preacher concerning 
desecrating the house of divine worship for 
such purposes. And the scribes—These, 
too, as teachers according to whose decisions 
even the priests usually acted, could not 
escape responsibility for the traffic. Both 
classes had their reasons for being displeas- 
ed, and both dreaded to see Jesus’ influence 
growing stronger with the passing time. 


III. CuHrist’s AUTHORITY CHALLENGED. 
Vs. 27-33. 

V. 27. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders—The three classes, both as 
separate classes and as those from which 
the Sanhedrin was made up, were most in- 
fluential among the Jews. 

V. 28. These things—The things that Je- 
sus had been doing, probably especially in 
cleansing the temple. 

V. 29. I will ask you a question—Had 
they come to Him with open and tentative 
minds, really wishing to know the truth 
about Him, Jesus would probably have giv- 
en a direct and plain answer. Yet, His 
question did really answer theirs. John had 
not been proved to be a prophet by signs 
frdm heaven, or even by miracles that he 
wrought. Yet the people generally recog- 
nized him as a prophet because of the char- 
acter of his conduct and teachings. Had the 
Jewish leaders been even as open-minded and 
discerning as the people, they would have re- 
ceived John, and still more, Jesus, but with 
deep-seated prejudice and traditional bias, 
together with their preconceived notions 
about the Messiah, they were unable to in- 
terpret Jesus’ teachings aright, though His 
teachings and life were superior to those 
of John, and though He had also John’s 
testimony to His superiority. By His an- 
swer, Jesus in effect points them to these 
evidences. What they needed was not more 
evidence, but openness of mind to accept 
and apply the evidence they had. To settle 
any problem or difficulty on the basis of 
truth, one of the first conditions is to be 
free from deep-seated prejudice, preconceiv- 
ed notions, or emotional bias, to have the 
facts relating to the question in hand, to 
define the problem and from past experience 
call up all facts relating to the problem and 
develop by reasoning, by relating and or- 
ganizing the facts about the central prob- 
lem. These conditions did not exist in the 
minds of the priests, scribes, and elders 
among the Jews, so that they were unable to 
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understand Jesus as the Messiah and sought 
every means to justify their preconceived 
notions and prejudices until His crucifixion 
was the outcome and even to this day He is 
rejected as the true Messiah by the Jews 
and by many unsaved Gentiles. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. > ~ 
Elon College, N. C. 








Secretary 





Topic for May 19, 1918 





EDUCATION AND SERVICE 
2 Tim. 2:15; Luke 6: 40 





The Scripture: 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

The disciple is not above his master: but every one 
that is perfect shall be as his master. 





The Leader :—Education for sake of mere 
knowing is a snare and a delusion, but 
education for service is a spur to effort and 
the guarantee of a genuine usefulness. This, 
however, does not mean that we are to be so 
practical in the things we study as to neg- 
lect the purely cultural elements of life. 
Colleges must not become forges nor shops, 
though forges and shops may have place in 
them. And true education inspires all with 
desire to serve and to invest every energy 
for human uplift. Our Christian Endeavor 
society, since its organization, has exalted 
service and that is why God has exalted 
it to such greatness in His Kingdom’s prog- 
ress. 

Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
Educated Men of the Bible; Samuel’s School 
of the Prophets; Education and Leadership; 
Education That Harms; Education That 
Helps; Where the Best Education is to be 
Had; Christian Education. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—Ought we Endeavorers to go to 
college? To what colleges should we go? 
Why? Does education help in making life 
useful? How did it help Moses? Paul? 
Daniel? Timothy? Can our education ever 
be said to be finished? Why? Why is co- 
education best? 





SUPPLEMENTARY MISSIONARY TOPIC 

Subject—“African Missions.” Chapter 
VI. of “The Lure of Africa.” 

Start the meeting with two or three stir- 
ring missionary hymns. During the even- 
ing use the hymn, “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War.” 

Scripture Lesson—Mark 16: 14-20. 

One member should state the missionary 
command and the promise that goes with 
it (see also the closing verses of Matthew) ; 
and another member should state the re- 
sults of obedience on the part of the early 
disciples. 

In this topic we plunge into the heart 
of paganism, and see what wonders missions 
have wrought in Central Africa, or “black 
man’s Africa,” where are forty millions of 
human beings. 

Have somebody tell the natural features 
of this part of Africa (pp. 187-139). 

Have two or more persons tell about the 
people and their customs (pp. 189-144). 
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Emphasize the degradation of women, the 
terrors of the fetish religion, witch doctor, 
and poison ordeal. 

The balance of the capter, pp. 144-161, 
tells the story of missionary successes in 
Uganda, Nyasaland, the Congo country, the 
Kassai country, Angola, and Camerun. Call 
attention to the “mass movement” in Cam- 
erun. Different speakers might briefly re- 
count what has been done in each of the 
above territories. 

This will prove to be an exceedingly in- 
spiring meeting, and may well be closed 
with several prayers of thanksgiving and 
the doxology. 

COLLATERAL READINGS: “Mary Slessor of 
Calabar,” Livingtone; “An African Trail,” 
Mackenzie; “Islam, a Challenge to Faith,” 
Zwemer; “Thinking Black,” Crawford; 
“The Moffats,” Hubbard; “Stewart of Love- 
dale,” Wells. 


NOTES 


Rev. R. G. English writes: »“One Ames- 
bury society has reached approximately 170 
per cent. on Efficiency Chart, and is making 
some progress on the “Standards” Cam- 
paign. Junior and Senior societies held a 
splendid Easter morning sunrise service, 
with forty-one present. Several boys in 
service were remembered at Christmas 
time with simple gifts. Several others are 
likely soon to go, but we are determined to 
“keep the home fires burning.” Fine! 

The All-South Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention is to be held in Memphis, Tenn., 
July 11-14, 1918. The Secretary expects to 
attend. Who else is to go? 

Miss Frieda Kirkendall is busy as usual 
in our Christian Endeavor work. Recently 
she organized a new society at Salimonia 
Christian church, with Miss Ruth Anderson, 
Andrews; Indiana, as president. Also a 
Junior society at Warren, Indiana, with 
Mrs. J. H. Baker as superintendent. 

The C. E. society of Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 
Mr. Will Adams, Corresponding Secretary, 
Coshocton, Ohio, with thirty-two enrolment, 
Rev. A. M. Hainer, pastor, has entered the 
Standardization Contest with a vim, and 
every member of the Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety there has joined the Army of Uni- 
versal Patriotic Service for numbers 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. Great! 

Brother S. M. Milholland, Edna, Kansas, 
sends sixteen volunteers for the Army of 
Universal Patriotic Service. Sweet sixteen! 

The Elon Y. P. S. C. E., has recently or- 
ganized two Intermediate societies—one for 
boys and one for girls. This is a new de- 
parture. Let us hope it will work well. 

The Secretary will send, free of charge, 
to any society as many copies as may be 
desired of “This Side the Trenches With 
the American Red Cross,” a _ splendid 
pamphlet of sixty pages for Christian En- 
deavor class study. Write to-day for those 
you desire. 


“They are selling smileage books now. 
They are worth more than mileage books 
and do not cost as heavily. Christians 
ought to keep a big stock of them on hand 
all the time. They are good to give away. 
And they always return bringing others 
with them.” 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill, D.D. - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


In Japan everything, including fresh 
air, rain, and sunshine, are becoming in- 
creasingly expensive: i. e., rents are ris- 
ing and it thus costs more to protect a 
family from these elements. A recent 
notification to Mr. Garman from his 
landlord indicates that fifteen yen per 
month will be added to the already high 
rate of rental which he is paying for his 
home. This boosts his rent to yen 
twelve hundred and sixty per year. 

This amount is equivalent to seven 
and seven-eighths per cent. interest on 
the total amount needed to purchase 
land and erect a suitable mission home, 
that will become at once a sanitary resi- 
dence for our missionary family, and a 
helpful workshop in connection with 
the work in Dogenzaka, Tokyo. LET 
US ARISE AND BUILD for economy’s 
sake. 





If you mean to invest in missionary books 
to take advantage of the remarkable offers 
we recently advertised, remember that you 
must have your order in before May 25. 





Miss Olive .Williams has been constantly 
engaged in talking missions in Porto Rico, 
since she landed in New York early in 
April, and has visited churches in New 
York, New Jersey, and Virginia. 





Has the foreign mission offering been 
taken in your church this year? Make it 
bigger than last year, and send it in soon. 
We are gratified with the splendid increase 
made possible by many churches. 





The Foreign Mission Secretary visited 
Defiance College April 21-23 on account of 
the annual missionary lectureship. Recent- 
ly the subject of missions has received a 
large amount of consideration at Defiance. 
A conference that brought in delegates from 
outside points was held early in April, noted 
speakers and missionaries were present; 
and during the foreign secretary’s visit a 
student secretary arrived to follow up the 
work of the conference. A visit with the 
Student Volunteer Band was inspiring and 
hopeful. We most hopefully and prayer- 
fully urge our brotherhood to a speedier 
enlargement of our foreign missions, that 
we may use our Student Volunteers. 

Better results are obtained each succeed- 
ing year in the Woodworth Memorial Ora- 
torical Contests at Union Christian College 
and Defiance College. 


DON’T BE MISLED 


Change of argument or emphasis does not 
necessarily invalidate truth or fact. Few 
men can take a comprehensive view of a 
large question until first they consider the 
smaller aspects. In our day men appeal 
for missions on grounds that were not so 
prominent years ago, and yet which were 
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all involved in the missionary propaganda. 
All valid reasons of the past are still valid, 
but the marvelous expansion and unfolding 
of the missionary enterprise have present- 
ed new views and new grounds for appeal. 

Christians will always hear the Lord’s 
command to evangelize, and that will be 
“marching orders” to them through all the 
future. But the glorious evangel may be 
brought to some countries by means of the 
plow and harrow and threshing machine, or 
by means of the sewing machine and type- 
writer, etc. Whatever the means, provided 
it be legitimate and Christian, let us speed 
the work of sending the gospel to all the 
world. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


Is your conference making plans to send 
some one to the Summer School of Mis- 
sions? It would be a fine investment. 





Many new societies are being organized, 
and others are mobilizing. 





It is not too early to prepare your pro- 
gram for the conference meeting. Don’t 
wait until the last minute. 





Conference Boards should elect delegates 
to the annual meeting in October, at Con- 
neaut. 





Several mid-year meetings have been held 
this year, and Eastern Indiana and Central 
Illinois have fallen in line, and held their 
first mid-year meeting this spring. 


NOT TOO LATE 


What is not too late? It is not too late 
to mobilize your forces for the campaign 
that is on. The chairman of the committee 
received a letter from a member of a so- 
ciety, saying that they had not been able 
to do anything before this, but thought it 
was better late than never, so she sent to 
the Literature Superintendent for Mobili- 
zation Literature for her society. 


A PRAYER-CALL FOR MOTHERS’ DAY 
(May 12) 

The National Women’s Prayer Battalion is 
an organization formed for the purpose of 
calling the nation to prayer. It came into 
being as a result of a visit which the foun- 
der, Eva Ryerson Ludgate, paid to Eng- 
land. The English women who had suffered 
unspeakably told her that prayer had been 
an unfailing source of comfort to them, and 
she determined to band together, for prayer 
and comfort, the women of her own coun- 
try who had men in war service. That the 
organization is meeting a vital need is prov- 
en by the fact that there are now thousands 
of women who have signed the Covenant 
card and have pledged themselves to daily 
prayer. This Prayer Battalion gives the 
minister a point of contact with the woman 
outside of the church, who has a service 
flag in her window, as well as with the 
women of his own congregation. It makes 





the service flag a real emblem of prayerful 
service, and it is hoped that there will soon 
be a Prayer Battalion in every church in 
the United States. 


And this organization believes that the 
time has come when Mothers’ Day, May 12, 
should mean something more than a beauti- 
ful sentiment. They who in the past have 
worn the white flower in memory of the 
mothers who are no longer with us should, 
to-day, think of the mothers all over the 
world who are wearing the red flower of 
courage, and are bravely giving their sons 
“that democracy may not perish from the 
earth.” 


If it were possible for the mothers of the 
world to be gathered together this Mothers’ 
Day, the dark skinned mother of India 
would not understand the speech of the 
French or English or American mother, but 
her heart would be united in the same pray- 
er. All would pray that their boys might 
bravely fight, and come home with honor. 
May we not ask God on this Mothers’ Day 
that He will grant the mothers Spartan 
hearts, that with high courage they may 
stand behind the men who are fighting for 
freedom and the sanctity of the home?— 
The Christian Work. 








EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A. - 
Providence, R. IL. 


Secretary 


EDUCATION IN OUR ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES 


The time for the beginning of our annual 
conferences is at hand and the opportunity 
is not to be neglected for a strong emphasis 
on our educational work. More than half 
of our conferences now have Educational 
Secretaries or Committees, to whom is en- 
trusted the initiative in matters of denomi- 
national educational interest. Looking over 
the list of men who have been appointed we 
feel that the educational interests of our 
work, this year, will be well looked after in 
our annual gatherings. The Secretary 
stands ready to afford any assistance he can 
to our Educational Secretaries in their rep- 
resentation to conference, of our education- 
al work—its opportunities and needs. If 
you need information he can furnish, just 
drop a line and to the utmost of his power 
he will respond. 


RAISING THE STANDARD OF ORDINA- 
TION QUALIFICATION 


At the last Annual Meeting of the Edu- 
cational Board it was resolved to place 
stronger emphasis upon the necessity of 
lifting the Educational qualification for or- 
dination to the ministry. For eight years 
the Educational Board has been persistent 
in its desire and purpose to place the men 
who receive ordination at the hands of the 
church on a more substantial footing for 
successful work. At the last convention a 
minimum standard was adopted which has 
been, since that time, brought to the atten- 
tion of the conferences at their annual 
gathering. Some of our conferences have 
responded and have either adopted the con- 
vention standard or one of their own de- 
vising. But a most optimistic survey of 
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the field cannot be said to have yielded re- 
sults commensurate with the dire need. 


The fact of the business is the Christian 
Church has not yet begun to realize the na- 
ture of the connection between well-equip- 
ped leadership and successful work. This, 
of the rank and file of the church. Failure 
to measure up to its responsibility in this 
respect will be more manifest in the days to 
come than its none too effectual contribu- 
tion to the progress of Christianity in the 
past. The new world in the shaping will 
require men of mighty power. How many 
can the Christian Church contribute to the 
world call? Some few it can, men of 
breadth of vision and constructive resource- 
fulness. But they are only a few. Why 
does it happen that with so great a heritage 
and so transcendently important a mission 
the Christian Church has so comparatively 
few men now to offer to the world in its 
imminent process of reconstruction? There 
is only one answer, and that is, the Church 
has not trained leaders who could in their 
turn produce more leaders. 


The time to waken up is now! Now! Now! 


This question should receive unprecedent- 
ed attention at our coming conferences. We 
must insist on training for our ministerial 
candidates. For more than half a century 
the Christian Church has been holding God 
at bay by refusing to use its native intel- 
ligence. Some little cross-town church has 
been more important than a real leader, and 
hands of benediction have been placed on 
the heads of men who know how to grow 
corn but do not know how to lead men in 
great projects. This is no imputation 
against the consecration of the men who 
have been so ordained, or the sincerity of 
the conferences at whose hands they have 
suffered ordination. But it has been a seri- 
ous degradation of the intelligence of the 
men who have advised it. 


Brethren, it is time to waken up and it is 
time to waken up NOW! 

There will go from the office of the Edu- 
cational Secretary to the president of every 
conference in The American Christian Con- 
vention a letter urging him to give the mat- 
ter of standard for ordination an unquali- 
fied place on the program of conference this 
year. If it does not appear it will be per- 
fectly legitimate for members of conference 
to ask why. We are asking all our confer- 
ence Educational Secretaries also to empha- 
size the thought. If the Christian Church 
is to make any considerable impression on 
the work of the Kingdom, as a denomina- 
tion, it must do so quickly, for before we 
are aware of it the church universal will 
have outdistanced the church that has stood 
for over a century for what the Christian 
world is opening its eyes upon as not only a 
possibility but a challenge to be accepted. 
It is idle to prophesy what these momen- 
tous days presage; but at least one may say 
with certainty the church of Christ will 
not, cannot, retain the same inter-relation- 
ship five years after the war it did five 
years before. 

The time calls for men and organizations 
that are morally able to act intensively and 
quickly. It matters not what the past may 
have been. We are facing a living present, 
and a present with tremendous possibilities 
of good or ill. The men who are guiding 
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world destiny to-day are men who are do- 
ing what needs to be done, and asking no 
question of the possibility of difficulty in 
the doing. So must the church. We can- 
not delay present need or we are undone. 


DEFIANCE COLLEGE 
Among many of the good things in Dr. 
M. T. Morrill’s lecture to the Practical The- 
ology class, here in the college, a few are 
as follows: 


If some of our churches don’t wake up, 
they will find that when the war is over 
they will be out of the current off to one 
side in the eddy. 

This world war may prove a great bless- 
ing. Three years of it have only proved 
that the church is stronger to-day than ever 
before. Dr. Mott did not fear for Europe 
but he did fear for America in her laxity, 
ease, and luxury. 

Provision for the moral and spiritual wel- 
fare of men as it is to-day has never been 
approached before. Something of the vigor 
of the church is manifested in that the 
churches at large are now raising $1,000,- 
000 for the churches near the camps so 
that they may be able to be of real service 
to the boys there in caring for their spir- 
itual needs. 

The laymen are especially conspicuous in 
this work. They are laboring in the Y. M. 


C. A. and in various other ways in direct. 


and indirect religious effort among the boys 
both in the camps and at the front. And 
here we see the great human amalgamation 
of Protestants, Catholics, Jews, and Con- 
fucionists fighting side by side for one com- 
mon cause. And the Christian Church is 
ministering to this mixed mass as it has 
never had the like opportunity before. 

The New Testament is being widely 
spread throughout the armies. No one can 
measure the influence being exerted as the 
non-Christians see the other boys read 
these books. Then comes a weighing of re- 
ligions, a comparison that has seldom been 
made by the young manhood of the best peo- 
ples on earth. 

Also we are noticing here at home a 
wider, more vigorous tone appearing. 

There is a new spirit of benevolence BE- 
ING born. See the money being raised for 
the Red Cross, Y. W. C. A., Y 5 ie 
Bibles, etc. Many of the denominations are 
increasing their mission offerings many- 
fold. The Methodists are planning to raise 
$80,000,000 during the next five years. The 
Christian churches of America should strive 
to raise $1,000,000,000 for missions. 

There is a new spirit of service abroad. 
See all work together in the interest of the 
various war organizations. It is coopera- 
tion to an extent never seen before. 

There is also a speeding up of church 
work everywhere. This is due to some ex- 
tent because of a pressure from behind. 

There is a serious thoughtfulness in most 
of the world. In the filling of chaplancies 
some ministers were rejected because they 
had no message for the boys. One such 
was told that he was just having a spir- 
itual birth. We are now having some indi- 
cations as to what is desired by that mes- 
sage. First. It must be spiritual. Men are 
receiving a spiritual awakening, ministers 
and laymen alike. Second. It must be 
ethical. Many in camp are immoral. They 
must work together as one man. And this 
demands a fine ethical adjustment. If 
Kaiserism is to be killed over there, it 
must be killed here, too. There must be a 
new spirit. We see this being manifested 
in the Press in the American Review of Re- 
views and such periodicals. Third. It 
must be practical. This is felt with us at 
Dayton. In England some are asking these 

uestions. If there is a God above, why 

s He permit such a thing? Where is 
He? And why isn’t He looking after things? 

What help is there in Heya) is being 
asked both in the trenches and at home. 
Whence can we draw comfort and help? In 
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France after the war opened people aes 
thronged the churches, there to get strengt. 
and comfort and help. 7 

It is desired to perpetuate the good which 
is now arising in our churches. We need to 
put on a large program of service. We as 
a denomination are seeking to do this in the 
work of Dr. Denison, which starts June 
first, in a large scale forward movement. 

Again we must have preparation for a 
larger leadership. You men feel that here. 
We have narrowed our vision so that it is 
less than that of our forefathers, resulting 
from doing too much microscopic work. Our 
spiritual life must be made more simple. 
We have made it too complicated. It is 
simply putting yourself in the hand of God. 
To feel that we have God constantly back 
of us ought to give us stamina. Our Chris- 
tian leadership must have an abandoned 
sense. It must be grounded in the essen- 
tials, The Resurrection of Ourselves. 

So what we need is, a Larger Program, 
and a Larger Service, Grounded in a New 
Christianity. 

CLARK A. DENISON, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 





Announcement of Programs for Commence- 
ment Week, May 9-15, 1918 

Thursday, May 9, 8:30 p. m.—Senior 
Piano Recital. Miss Hallie Creager. 

Saturday, May 11, 8:30 p. m—Wood- 
worth Missionary Oratorical Contest. 

Sunday, May 12, 11:00 a. m.—Bacca- 
laureate Service. Sermon: “The Offering 
of a Life,” Rev. L. E. Smith; 8:00 p. m— 
Annual Missionary Program. 

Monday, May 18, 8:30 p. m.—Joint pro- 
gram to be given by Franklin and Linconia 
Literary Societies. 

Tuesday, May 14, 7:00 p. m.—Patriotic 
Masque, to be given on campus. Admission 
25c; 8:30 p. m.—Preparatory Department 
Commencement. Address: “A Notable 
Scientific Triumph.” Dr. Horace Ellis, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Wednesday, May 15, 10:30 a. m.—Com- 
mencement Program. Address: “Dignify- 
ing the Common Task,” Dr. F. G. Coffin. 


NoTE.—The stockholders will meet in an- 
nual session in the college auditorium at 
10: 00 a. m., Tuesday, May 14. The annual 
meeting of the Board of Trustees will fol- 
low immediately the adjournment of the 
stockholders’ meeting. 


SEASIDE CHAUTAUQUA AND SCHOOL 
OF METHODS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 





Virginia Beach, Va., July 22-28, 1918 





Rev. W. H. Denison, D. D., 712 Cooke 
Ave., Norfolk, Va., President. 

Mr. S. M. Smith, Chamber of Commerce 
Bldg., Norfolk, Va., Gen. Secy. 





One of the things the management of the 
Chautauqua is always keeping in mind is 
that our programs must be strong and help- 
ful, spiritual and prepared, and that our 
speakers must bring the very best on their 
particular theme. In previous letters I have 
announced Dr. Coffin, Mrs. Bullock, Dr. 
Enders, Dr. Powers, Mrs. C. H. Rowland, 
Missionary E. K. McCord, as speakers on 
our coming program. It is a pleasure to an- 
nounce a further list for our faculty. 
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REV, N. G. NEWMAN; D. D., ELON COLLEGE, N. C., 


will give a series of messages on the work 
of various important committees of our con- 
ferences. Every person on a conference ed- 
ucation, missions, or publications committee 
should hear Dr. Newman. His long experi- 
ence as President of one of our conferences, 
his service in both our Defiance and Elon 
Colleges will make him one of the very help- 
ful speakers this year. This will be a series 
of very practical messages. 





MR. HERMON ELDREDGE, CAMP UPTON, L. I. 

For nearly a year Mr. Eldredge, a Chau- 
tauqua favorite, has been in army Y. M. 
C. A. work and he will come fresh from 
this patriotic service to speak to us on the 
war and the church. These messages alone 
will be worth all the effort we put forth to 
be there. He speaks with authority. He is 
the Religious Education Secretary of The 
American Christian Convention and will be 
identified with the Forward Movement and 
bring a message on this great enterprise of 
the whole Church. Do not fail to hear him. 
The Church has a new privilege for service 
in these war times and Mr. Eldredge will 
show how each church may do its duty. 





MISS OLIVE G. WILLIAMS 


has just reached Norfolk on her way home 
from Porto Rico for her first furlough. Her 
splendid work in Porto Rico, her vision of 
opportunity, her intensely interesting mes- 
sages thrill us all as we listen. She has a 
large number of slides to illustrate her mes- 
sages. It will be her first visit to the 
Chautauqua. Come and hear her. She is 
not planning to stay long in the States and 
you should come and see and hear her story 
of our work in Porto Rico. 
Plan now to come. 


WARREN H. DENISON, President. 


CHURCHES OF INDIANA 


Brethren of the Christian Church in the 
State of Indiana, please take notice that the 
forty-third annual session of the Indiana 
State Christian Conference will convene 
with the First Christian church of Advance, 
Indiana, that every minister in the State is 
requested to be present, and that every 
church is asked to send at least one dele- 
gate and an offering for the State missions 
to the amount of ten cents per member en- 
rollment. This is an important matter, 
vital to our church and the kingdom. We 
must come together and support our work 
or it is gone. A comparatively few churches 
have responded to the urgent calls sent out 
by the mission secretary, Dr. Clarence De- 
fur. Below I give the list of churches that 
have responded. Only three have paid up 
in full. If your church does not appear in 
the list, won’t you please see to it that your 
offering is made at once and sent to Rev. 
L. E. Smith, secretary, Huntington, Ind. 
Remember the date of conference—May 27, 
28, 29. Place—Advance, Indiana. 

Paid in full— 


First church, Huntington ............e.ee08- $50.00 
Antioch church, Frankfort ...........0+eeeeee. 21.40 
WD ES 15 9. 6 bod hice Vbodintcs cha cobesec bate 12.20 
Paid in part— 
WE EL Dine Svc sini biace opev cc eriadh <onban 3.84 
RPONE, MONEE Ss oe CR SEEN Ub ce eee Ube Edoe stones 3.27 
RE IED. 5s ib satcnia ves 14 93 bie cw th'non hes 8.30 
SEN <0 dks 8 skh 40.06 06 Cee Sat oe oe 5.00 








Bethsaida church .... 1.00 
Bloomingsburg church 8.20 
Van Buren church ............ 2.40 
Pamento (Ada Starr) 1.25 
IE EE Oe ego haans tencabadcenctsswe 4.86 
ers eee Pre reat ce 6.02 
Crooked Creek church ............ 6.05 
West Liberty (Walter West) .... 3.00 
Harrisville church ............... 4.01 
C. C. DeBarn (Lebanon, Ind., R. D.).......... 1.00 
Silver Creek GPCR hi cits eet dese he etiees 3.00 


' If there are any mistakes in the above, 
will the church finding the mistake please 
notify me at once. on’t forget if your 
church is not on the Honor Roll please try 
to put it there at once. 
Yours in Christ, 
s L. E. Samir, Sec’y. 
Huntington, Ind. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Franklin, N. H.—The following message, 
a part of which is taken from the Manches- 
ter Union, is of real interest to many: 


Deacon Elmer French who has been a member of 
the Christian church for sixty-one years, was hon- 
ored, April 23, when a new pulpit for the prayer- 
meeting room of the new church was dedicated to 
him. The oceasion was the eightieth anniversary of 
Deacon French and the affair was a surprise to him. 
About eighty adults gathered in the ladies’ parlor of 
the partially completed church. ‘Rev. W. J. Hall was 
spokesman for Mr. French’s friends who had sub- 
scribed toward the purchase of the pulpit. A_ tablet 
on the new pulpit will be inscribed with Deacon 
French’s name. 

A handsome stained glass window in the front of 
the church has also been installed, in his honor by 
his son. 

Deacon French has been one of the most active 
members of the church. There is one member whose 
name has been on the membership roll longer, and a 
few who joined the same year that he did, sixty-one 
years ago. There were several present who had been 
members more than fifty years. Deacon French is 
one of the diligent members of the Sunday-school. 
In the last six years he has not missed a session of 
his school class and in ten years has been absent 
only three times. The birthday of George G. Fowler, 
who is the leader of the orchestra, which plays at 
the Sunday evening services, was recognized also, as 
he was presented with a bouquet of flowers. 


Work on the new church is going forward 
now rapidly. The ladies are planning to 
serve a May breakfast in the basement and 
Sunday services will probably be held there 
before long, although the church will not be 
wholly completed for some time. The mid- 
week prayer-meetings have been held in 
private houses during the winter with good 
interest. 





Miss Alice True, who has spent some time 
in New Bedford, makes an appeal to which 
we hope there may be generous response: 


The South End Day Nursery of New Bedford, 
Mass., could use indestructible second-hand toys for 
the babies. Children from six months to eight years 
are admit The babies (those from six months 
to two years) are kept in the nursery or the crib 
room upstairs. A second-hand old “Teddy Bear” or 
a rag baby which cannot be broken and can hardly 
be torn, gives these little “citizens in the making” 
so much pleasure—only there must be some kind of 
an indestructible toy for each—otherwise untrained 
human nature asserts itself and the little German 
fights the little Frenchman this side the water—and 
more fighting—even with the babies—seems unneces- 
sary now. 

These children are all of foreign-born parents— 
Russians, Germans, French, Portuguese, Italians, 
Servians, Syrians, Irish, English—though few of the 


tter. 

Their mothers are forced to work in the mills and 
leave the children twelve hours—from six a. m. to 
six p. m. in the Day Nursery. Its warmth, its 
plentiful food (four plain lunches a day), its play, 
its space, make it their happiest spot and the hap- 
piest time for the mothers is when they come for 
well-fed, warm, happy babies ready for a glad hour 
before sleeping time comes. 

Some of our Juniors and Sunday-school classes will 
perhaps be glad to make a scrapbook or hunt up the 
unused indestructible toys of the parish and send to 
South End Day Nursery, 1060 Brock Ave., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 


ENGLISH. 





ILLINOIS 


Royal—Everything is going nicely in this 
beautiful little village and since coming 
here, the Sunday-school has taken on new 
life. We have a good live Endeavor and a 
fine lot of young people. The church will 
dedicate a service flag next Sunday even- 
ing and we are expecting a splendid pro- 
gram and patriotic service. The church is 
getting along fine. Have a good loyal peo- 


‘ ple to work with. I have never been pas- 


tor of a church that stood by me in Chris. 
tian work better with both their prayers 
and money.—E. W. SCARBER, Pastor. 


Newton—The church planned a series of 
meetings to begin April 2, with Rev. Geo. 
D. Eastes, of Virginia, to have charge of 
the preaching and Rev. Bennett the sing- 
ing. Rev. Eastes and wife arrived on Tues- 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness ef the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars ferever and ever.” 





day and took charge of the evening service. 
He is thoroughly prepared for his work, has 
a fine way of giving out the good, old- 
fashioned gospel. We had eighteen acces- 
sions. May the Lord ever bless Brother and 
Sister Eastes in their work in the great 
harvest field, and may many souls be lead 
to Christ by them. The Newton church is 
very grateful for the good work they did 
while here—FLORENCE SCARBER, Pastor. 


Bone Gap, May 3—-Concerning my work 
I can say that last Sunday was one among 
the best in several months, while Saturday 
evening was bad, threatening a storm, yet 
we had a good crowd and four united with 
the church. Brother and Sister Nance, of 
the Baptist church, and Sister Frankie Las- 
sater and son Shirl, of the Disciple church. 
Then on Sunday evening we had large 
crowd and five young people came forward 
and began the Christian life, making nine 
in all for the appointment. Pleasant Union 
surely is doing good work. They have set a 
new precedent for the conference in collect- 
ing all the pastor’s salary and putting it in 
the bank and checking out each trip. Come 
on, churches, and encourage your pastors 
with such advanced steps. I am on my way 
to Hord.—_JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Olney, May 4—The meeting of Lane 
closed April 29th, with fair prospects for 
a forward march. Weather was so extreme- 
ly bad that we failed to rally a great crowd. 
The Sunday-school, Helping Hand, and oth- 
er interests are partially reconstructed, also 
a movement on foot to procure a pastor. 
There are plenty of members here to run 
a good church it they will rally. They just 
got discouraged and “laid down,” but we 
believe there is a brighter day for Lane. 
Rev. Wm. Land’s wife of Ellery died 
Wednesday, May 1, after two months most 
painful suffering of cancer of stomach. 
Brother Land has the prayers and sympa- 
thies of his brethren. He was kept out of 
his circuit two months. We hope his 
churches may rally more than ever as their 
bereaved pastor comes on the work again. 
May the good Father give comfort and 
needed grace. Am now at Carters Temple 
where they have been without preachers six 
months. They seem hungry for preaching 
and are rallying fine. Does the State Con- 
ference go to Atwood?—A. H. BENNETT. 


INDIANA 


Kokomo, May 2—The home of William H. 
Hoover, county treasurer of Tipton County, 
and member of Sandbank Christian church, 
has been visited by death twice in the ast 
two weeks. A few weeks ago several mem- 
bers of the family were stricken with diph- 
theria. Guerney, oldest son, aged twenty- 
four years, and married only three weeks, 
was first to go. Pearl, the daughter, aged 
twenty-one years, died one week later. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hoover reside on their farm two 
miles east of Tipton. In their great sor- 
row, countless friends share their grief. 
Rev. R. E. Wearly delivered baccalaureate 
address to graduates of Kelso in Majenica 
church. Rev. R. E. Lucas also delivered 
commencement address in Young America. 
We rejoice when our young ministers are 
thus signally honored. It is no reflection on 
our Christ-like men in the ministry and 
evangelistic work to say, that in some in- 
stances, when a minister is done for, he 
goes into evangelistic work. A few years 
ago a Baptist evangelist landed in our 
town and after abusing the people, passed 
on. He is not a Baptist now.—R. H. Gort. 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (23) 455 


Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD |Believer-Training 






So 


NEW YORK 


North Rush—We closed up our work at 
North Rush, April 1. On Sunday, March 
31, we had three additions to the church on 
profession of faith. That made a total of 
twenty-four during our three years’ pastor- 
ate, eight by letter and sixteen on profession 
of faith. We feel that our work at North 
Rush was not wholly in vain. On the last 
Saturday night before we moved, one of the 
trustees of the church called at the par- 
sonage and left a box of “chocolates” for 
the pastor and his family. Upon opening 
the box we found it contained not chocolates, 
but the neat sum of one hundred dollars in 
cash, as an expression of good-will and fare- 
well. It was a complete surprise and one 
that will not soon be forgotten. Rev. John 
Dillon, of Linden, Icwa, has received and 
accepted a call to the North Rush church. 
He cannot begin the work until July 1, 
however. In the meantime the church will 
endeavor to secure supplies for the work. 
We moved to East Rochester, N. Y., 107 
Spruce St., on April 18. Our stay at North 
Rush was a very pleasant one, and we have 
a warm place in our hearts for the people 
there—D. E. Drxon, East Rochester, N. Y. 


Roundhead—I thought I would drop you ' 
a line or two for your paper, telling you 
something about our churches and our pas- 
tor. I go to a country church. Last fall 
we had a school of fifteen, now we have 
eighty-five and still growing. There are 
four churches in our charge and they all 
are taking on new strength. We have one 
of your preachers from your denomination, 
J. W. Forsythe, and he is a Holy Ghost man, 
filled with power. He has added from fifty 
to sixty to some of our churches on the 
work in his revivals. We were without a 
man last fall, so we prayed for God to send 
us a@ man and we believe God heard our 
prayers, for we think he has been sent by 
God, for he preaches the Word with power 
and without fear, telling the people to re- 
pent, for the kingdom is at hand. Now I 
want to say this in closing, don’t give up 
the country churches, for God is on the 
gaining hand and will take care of His own. 
—J. G. PLUM. 


Williamsport—We just closed a two 
weeks’ special meeting here at the Williams- 
port church with three precious souls at the 
altar. I was sorry to have to close the 
meeting as the interest had just begun, but 
it was the wish of the church to close the 
effort because of the busy season. I wonder 
when the church will come up out of the 
valley of “Dry Bones?” It seems that it 
cannot see a lost soul unless it looks through 
a “Thin Dime” to see it. We could have had 
a revival in the name of Jesus Christ, but 
the pastor could not fight the church and 
the devil at the same time lone handed, I 
mean lone handed physically, and win, so 
I had to quit at the beginning of victory. 
However, four precious souls became tired 
of sin and turned to the blessed Master, 
three uniting with the church. All were 
men. We observed Sunday before Easter 
as Decision Day and eight of the Sunday- 
school children made that Decision Day in 
their life, deciding to accept Christ as their 
personal Savior and to follow Him the rest 
of their lives —W. B. BoNHAM, Pastor. 


Mt. Victory—Sunday, ae 21, was a 
pow day for the Pleasant Grove ores 
is being the day for regular 
services, our pastor, Rev. C. E. _o 
gd of bey was with us, At the morn- 
hae e pastor’s wife presented the 
ntinmed vm second column, next page) 
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church a beautiful silk service flag which 
she had made in honor of Ralph Dunkin, of 
Camp Sheridan, Alabama, who was pres- 
ent and gave a pleasing talk on “Life in an 
Army Cantonment.” Rev. Strawbridge’s ad- 
dress in the evening from the subject, 
“Christ or the Kaiser, Christianity or So- 
cialism?” was listened to by an apprecia- 
tive audience. He said, “I hope and pray 
that peace shall not come until it is an hon- 
orable peace, dictated by the allied powers 
who are fighting for decency and right; 
that peace shall not come until Old Glory 
waves from every fence post from Paris to 
Berlin. For the evening service it was our 
ood fortune to have with us, Prof. C. O. 
hmann, H, B. Fonghty, M. W. Stout, and 
D. M. Yoder, a quartet from the West Lib- 
erty Christian church. They sang several 
excellent selections. Prof. Lehmann is a 
splendid musical director in congregational 
singing. He has a beautiful voice and sang 
as a solo, “Keep the Home Fires Burning” 
so effectively that it brought tears to the 
eyes of many. We can assure the quartet a 
hearty welcome at Pleasant Grove at any 

time.—ELSIE JONES. 


THEY KNOW HOW 


The Ottawa River Christian church knows 
how to make their pastor feel that his la- 
bors are appreciated. They delight in doing 
something to cause their pastor and wife to 
feel at home with them. Monday, April 29, 
the pastor at Ottawa River passed another 
milestone in life’s pilgrimage. This event 
is so common that we allow it to pass with- 
out much thought. But somehow it leaked 
out that I would reach that milestone on 
the above date and the good people arranged 
a surprise for me. On last Sunday morn- 
ing after the morning sermon the people 
lingered unusually long at the church. The 
pastor did» seem in a hurry to go; he was 
enjoyi C good fellowship. The pastor’s 
- 1ew some things her husband 

ned over anxious to get me 


& 
& 
3 
ox 
uot 


home, & 4 ng innocent of any wrong, I 
didn’t = % er request until I got ready. 
Finally2 ¢° home and laid down to rest, 
and loc, m it I saw about a dozen men 
marchii* © ie parsonage. Then for the 
first it (= z on me that I had a birthday, 
and I siGups Lary Jane (that’s my wife’s 
name), >> hing’s up.” She smiled an 
innocent@s  vhich said, I knew it. Those 
dozen m , “The ladies want you at 


the churcu.” 1 marched over. I knew I was 
not pro-German, so I was satisfied no harm 
awaited me. And when I was finally 
marched to the basement I saw two long 
tables filled until they seemed to groan be- 
neath the abundance of good things piled 
on them. 

We were escorted to a seat at the table, 
with about 200 more of the good people. 
Then I supposed that was the end. But be- 
fore we were permitted to eat (and, oh, my, 
I was hungry) Mr. W. R. Evans began to 
make a speech (of course he made it) about 
my birthday, and about how many years I 
had preached. I suppose Mary Jane (that’s 
my wife) told them all about it. At the 
close of the speech he presented me with a 
purse containing about half as many dol- 
lars as I was years old. Now guess how 
many dollars I received. I think Jedekiah 
can, for there is only about eleven days’ 
difference in our ages. I said this people 
were always doing something for pastor and 
wife to cause them to feel at home. They 
‘were not to pay my moving expenses, but a 
few days ago they handed me a purse con- 
taining $46.00 to pay moving expenses. 
Then they saw we were short on the kind 
of meat preachers like (chicken) and they 
made an evening party and brought us in 
twenty fine hens. One hen with fifteen 

under her hatching, some summer frys. 
e@ over, you poor hungry city p 
and eat chicken and sweet potatoes. But 
don’t come before the chicken is hatched or 
the sweet potatoes raised. I used to think 
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Children’s Day 
Services 


NATURE’S HALLELUJAH. 
CHILDREN OF AMERICA. 
ROSE TIME. 
The above services are just off the 
press. 
Prices, single copy, 6c; per dozen, 
65c; per hundred, $5.00, postpaid. 





We also have a limited stock of the 
services left over from last year. All 
of them are good and if your school 
has not used them, they will give you 
satisfaction. 

Prices, single copy, 5c; per dozen, 
55c; per hundred, $4.25, postpaid. 

Send 10c for samples. 
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a woman couldn’t keep a secret. But Mary 


Jane (that’s my wife) she can. Well, they 
surprised me, but I dared them to do it 
again. Now, if this par keeps up this 
business of showing their appreciation for 
their pastor and wife, Mary Jane and I 
may fall in love with them and when they 
want a change of pastor they may have 
trouble getting rid of us. We are certain- 
ly glad that the “lines have fallen to us in 
a pleasant place.” There are many, many 
ways a church can show appreciation for 
pastor and wife, many ways of making 
them feel at home and it doesn’t cost any 
one much, but how much lighter our hearts 
beat. Cruel word and slights crush a min- 
ister, but kind words and treatment never 
die. May God bless and prosper the sam 
people of Ottawa River. We are very busy 
these days making special addresses. May 
12 an address to Township Sunday-school 
Association. Yesterday the superintendent 
of Vaughnsville High ool called and in- 
vited me to deliver the class sermon. May 
26 I am to deliver an address for the Rimer 
High School reunion. Then comes Decora- 
tion Day. Now if any of the big preachers 
are any busier than that they have my sym- 
pathy. W. D. SAMUEL. 





Official Information 


INDIANA STATE CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 
ADVANCE, IND., May 27, 28, 29. 
Every Christian church in Indiana should be rep- 
resented by one delegate. Every Christian minister 
in the State should be present throughout the ses- 
sion. Conference officials, including the department 
secretaries should by all means be present. Minis- 
ters and church officers are urgently requested to see 
that offerings equaling the quota of ten cents per 
— are sent from the churches to Secretary 
mith. 
Advance is south and west from Lebanon on the 
Central Indiana Railway. A 


Rev. O. V. 


‘arren, Indiana. 
L. E. Smitu, Secretary, Huntington, Indiana. 
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